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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
York,  Pennsylvania 

October  21-23,  1937 


The  37th  Conference  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Library  Association  was 
opened  at  8 P.  M.,  October  21st, 
1937,  in  the  Martin  Memorial  Li- 
brary at  York  with  Mr.  Carl  W. 
Hull  presiding. 

Doctor  Ferguson,  Superintendent 
of  City  Schools  of  York,  extended  a 
cordial  welcome  to  the  Association 
in  behalf  of  the  schools  and  people 
of  York. 

Mr.  Allen  C.  Wiest,  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Martin  Me- 
morial Library,  brought  us  greetings. 
He  expressed  the  delight  and  honor 
bestowed  upon  the  people  of  York  in 
the  event  of  the  Association’s  choice 
for  its  Annual  Conference.  He  also 
told  us  of  the  desires  and  struggles  in 
the  preparation  for  erecting  and 
equipping  the  York  Library. 

Mr.  Hull  read  us  greetings  from 
Mr.  Harrison  W.  Craver,  President 
of  the  American  Library  Association. 
The  letter  expressed  the  great  need 
for  more  libraries  in  order  to  serve 
more  people.  Mr.  Craver  also  stated 
the  desire  for  greater  cooperation 
among  libraries. 

Then  followed  a delightful  pro- 
gram of  music,  presented  by  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Chorus  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Urban  M.  Hershey. 

Mr.  Harold  A.  Wooster,  President 
of  the  Association,  then  spoke  on 
“The  Library  Profession.” 

An  invitation  was  extended  by  Miss 
Katharine  Shorey,  Librarian,  Martin 
Memorial  Library,  to  members  and 
guests  to  inspect  the  Library. 

Friday,  October  22 

The  Business  Session  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  Mr.  Wooster, 


at  9:45  A.  M.  The  main  topic  of  the 
morning  was  the  consideration  of  and 
action  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Standards  and  Certification.  The 
report,  including  the  introduction  and 
amendment,  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Willard  P.  Lewis,  Chairman.  Miss 
Hazel  B.  Warren,  Extension  Libra- 
rian, Indiana  State  Library,  spoke  on 
“Voluntary  Certification  in  Indiana.” 
Her  talk  included  a brief  history  of 
Standards  and  Certification  for  Libra- 
rians in  Indiana.  Miss  Frances  H. 
Kelly,  Carnegie  Library  School  of 
Pittsburgh,  spoke  on  “Voluntary  Cer- 
tification in  Pennsylvania.”  Discus- 
sion and  action  then  took  place,  after 
which  the  report  was  approved  and 
accepted  by  the  Association. 

This  was  followed  by  Reports  of 
Committees : 

Legislative  Committee, 

Mr.  Alfred  D.  Keator,  Chairman 

Scholarship  Committee, 

Miss  Evelyn  Matthews,  Chairman 

Committee  for  the  IV ork  IVith  the 
Foreign  Born 

Miss  Alice  Sterling,  Chairman 

Mr.  Ralph  Munn,  Pittsburgh, 
brought  us  National  Library  news, 
telling  of  the  Annuity  Contract  en- 
tered into  with  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company  in  1933.  He 
stressed  the  importance  of  joining  the 
plan  before  April  1,  1938.  The  pres- 
ent contract  provides  rates  which  are 
at  least  20%  more  favorable  to  li- 
braries than  those  of  any  other  first- 
rate  insurance  company. 

Doctor  Joseph  L.  Rafter,  Director 
of  the  State  Library,  presented  news 
from  the  State  Library  Field.  These 
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statistics  included  those  of  new  li- 
braries organized  during  1937,  travel- 
ing libraries  established  in  various 
counties  (some  through  the  interest 
of  Women’s  Clubs  and  W.  P.  W.), 
and  the  organization  of  library  schools 
at  colleges.  Doctor  Rafter  especially 
enlarged  upon  the  need  for  more 
county  libraries  to  serve  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

At  the  luncheon  meeting,  Miss 
Margaret  Jackson,  Hoyt  Library, 
Kingston,  was  the  speaker.  Her  sub- 
ject was  “Reference  Books  and  Prob- 
lems.” A selected  list  of  most  useful 
reference  books  was  presented  and 
placed  on  display.  Miss  Jackson  cau- 
tioned the  members  in  buying  un- 
necessary reference  books  and  to  se- 
cure only  those  books  which  would 
best  suit  the  purpose  of  their  particu- 
lar community.  She  spoke  of  the  use- 
fulness of  a pamphlet  file  and  of  how 
many  questions  could  be  answered  in 
this  manner.  The  desire  and  great 
need  for  more  books  concerning  “ca- 
reers” was  discussed.  Miss  Jackson 
also  brought  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  should  be  more  cooperation  be- 
tween libraries  in  reference  work. 

Mr.  Henry  Young  of  the  York 
Historical  Society  was  then  intro- 
duced. He  informed  the  Association 
of  many  interesting  facts  about  the 
city  of  York.  We  heard  the  story  of 
its  establishment  and  its  growth  from 
a borough  to  a city.  We  learned  of 
the  part  York  played  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary and  Civil  Wars. 

The  session  was  then  adjourned. 

Friday  afternoon  the  members  of 
the  Association  were  the  guests  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Martin 
Memorial  Library  at  an  entertain- 
ment and  buffet  supper  at  the  York 
Country  Club. 

A general  session  was  held  in  the 
evening  beginning  at  eight  o’clock. 


Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  College 
and  University  Section,  a panel  dis- 
cussion was  presented  on  “The  place 
of  the  Library  in  the  Educational 
Program.”  Members  of  the  panel  con- 
sisted of  Mr.  Anstaett,  Mr.  Leach 
and  Mr.  Shaw.  A general  discussion 
followed. 

Saturday,  October  23 

The  Business  session  was  called  to 
order  at  9 :45  A.  M. 

Miss  Frances  Dorrance  read  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Ses- 
qui-Centennial  Constitution.  This 
was  adopted. 

The  reports  from  the  committee  on 
Commercial  exhibits  and  Registration 
were  adopted  and  filed. 

Miss  Matthews  presented  a report 
on  the  publication  of  a pamphlet  on 
the  “History  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Library.”  In  connection  with 
this  report,  a motion  was  carried  that 
a Life  Membership  in  the  Association 
be  given  to  Mr.  Robert  P.  Bliss,  au- 
thor of  the  history,  who  was  for  many 
years  chief  of  the  Extension  Division 
of  the  State  Library. 

The  President’s  Report  was  read 
and  accepted. 

The  committee  on  Local  Arrange- 
ments gave  explicit  directions  for  par- 
ticipation in  the  Gettysburg  Battle- 
field Tour  and  Campus  Tea  at  Get- 
tysburg College. 

The  Membership  Committee  pre- 
sented its  report  which  was  accepted 
and  filed. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report  was  then 
read  and  accepted  and  Mr.  Bryan 
was  appointed  auditor. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  was  read  and  adopted. 

This  was  followed  by  a short  talk 
by  Mr.  Mason  in  the  interest  of  the 
State  Association  for  Adult  Educa- 
tion. 
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The  nominating  committee  pro- 
posed the  following  names  for  officers 
for  the  year  1937-1938: 

President,  Harriet  T.  Root 
Librarian,  Bethlehem  Public  Li- 
brary, Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Vice-President,  Charles  B.  Shaw 
Librarian,  Swarthmore  College, 
Swarthmore,  Pa. 

Secretary,  Mrs.  Jean  S.  Huber 
First  Assistant  Librarian 
Harrisburg  Public  Library 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Treasurer,  Jacquelin  Williams 
Librarian,  Kingston  High  School 
Kingston,  Pa. 

This  report  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

A report  from  the  Federal  Histori- 
cal Survey  Board  was  given  by  Pro- 
fessor Confer. 

Representing  the  National  Youth 
Administration,  Mr.  Weeks  told  of 
that  association’s  plan  for  the  erection 
of  branch  libraries.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  Mr.  Weeks  to  exhibit 
his  material. 

Captain  Kilroy  Harris  gave  the  As- 
sociation a brief  story  of  the  origin 
and  establishment  of  the  library  at 
Berea,  Kentucky. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

Miss  Alice  R.  Eaton,  Librarian, 
Harrisburg  Public  Library,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Program  Commit- 
tee for  1937,  presided  at  the  general 
luncheon  meeting.  The  topic  was 
“Creative  Writing  for  Young  Peo- 
ple.” Miss  Eaton  introduced  our 
speakers,  Mrs.  Marguerite  de  Angeli, 
Mrs.  Elsie  Singmaster  Lewars,  and 
Mrs.  Ruth  Sawyer  Durand,  all  au- 
thors of  children’s  books. 

Mrs.  de  Angeli  spoke  of  how  she 
was  inspired  to  write  “Henner’s  Ly- 
dia” because  of  her  love  and  keen  in- 
terest in  the  plain  people  of  Pennsyl- 


vania. She  told  of  her  difficulties  in 
traveling  from  Womelsdorf  to  Joan- 
na, where  she  finally  found  lodging 
in  the  home  of  a doctor  and  his  wife. 
Mrs.  de  Angeli  said  that  securing 
shelter  for  the  night  was  in  itself  trou- 
blesome as  the  Amish  are  quiet, 
bashful  and  retiring  people  and  not 
always  eager  to  take  in  strangers.  She 
went  with  the  doctor  on  his  rounds, 
visiting  the  schools  and,  at  times,  go- 
ing into  private  homes.  This  is  how 
she  found  “Mrs.  Henner.”  This  is 
how  she  was  able  to  make  a sketch  of 
“Henner’s  Farm”  which  is  pictured 
in  her  book.  Mrs.  de  Angeli  explained 
the  method  by  which  her  drawings 
were  printed,  or  lithographed.  A sep- 
arate plate  had  to  be  made  for  each 
color  desired;  these  were  placed  one 
on  top  of  the  other  thus  producing 
the  result  you  see  in  “Henner’s  Ly- 
dia.” 

Mrs.  de  Angeli’s  next  book  is  en- 
titled “Petite  Susanne.”  The  back- 
ground of  this  story  is  in  the  Gaspe 
Peninsula.  The  people  on  the  Penin- 
sula are,  for  the  most  part,  fishermen 
and  sailors,  and  almost  all  of  them 
are  descendants  of  the  Irish,  the 
French  and  the  Acadians.  Just  such  a 
little  girl  is  “Petite  Susanne.” 

Mrs.  Lewars’  forthcoming  book  is 
a story  of  the  Revolution.  Most  of 
the  material  has  been  gathered  from 
the  vicinities  of  York  and  Gettysburg. 
She  favored  the  Association  with  a 
story  from  her  new  book,  a story  of 
young  troopers  from  Marsh  Creek, 
their  long  marches  from  town  to  town 
and  their  experiences  under  the  lead- 
ership of  General  Anthony  Wayne. 

Mrs.  Durand  was  the  next  speaker. 
She  told  of  the  numerous  letters  she 
receives  concerning  “Roller  Skates.” 
Some  readers  have  written  that  they 
believe  the  book  more  suitable  for 
adults  than  for  children.  Some  letters 
contained  questions  asking  “How 
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much  is  true?”  “Was  Lucinda  a hap- 
py little  girl?  Didn’t  she  love  her 
home?”  Mrs.  Durand  states  that 
“there  is  some  substance  of  universal 
truth  that  must  testify  silently  as  to 
whether  a book  is  true  in  the  deepest 
sense.”  She  ended  her  talk  by  telling 
“Lucinda’s”  favorite  story,  that  of 
“The  Pedlar  who  listened  to  dreams.” 

The  speaker  at  the  banquet  was 
John  Mason  Brown,  Editor  and  Dra- 
matic Critic,  Theatre  Arts  Monthly. 
His  subject  was  “The  Judgment  of 
Play  Acting.”  He  stated  that  the  ac- 
tor is  more  difficult  to  judge  than  the 
play  and  that  one  cannot  judge  unless 
he  knows  what  the  actor  is  acting.  It 
is  much  easier  to  judge  if  the  play  has 
been  seen  or  read  before. 

The  theatre  has  a great  desire  for 
imitation.  The  art  of  the  modern 
theatre  is  the  art  of  telling  a lie  with- 
out being  found  out  and  for  this  rea- 
son is  really  more  cunning  than  the 
old  theatre. 

In  judging  an  actor  we  know  that 
the  actor  in  every  case  is  his  own  me- 
dium. His  main  problem  is  that  he 


must  act  the  part — not  look  it.  The 
greatest  test  of  an  actor  is  in  a mo- 
ment of  silence.  There  is  no  escape 
for  him ; he  must  follow  from  the  first 
act  through  to  the  very  end. 

There  are  four  kinds  of  actors : 

1 —  Those  who  cannot  act  at  all. 

2 —  Those  who  have  a gift  of  being 
other  persons. 

3 —  Those  who  have  the  rare  gift 
of  being  their  off-stage  selves  on  the 
stage. 

4 —  Those  who  act  themselves  on 
the  stage. 

A real  actor  must  have  a voice;  he 
must  have  a sense  of  period  style.  He 
must  hide  the  work  put  into  his  art. 
He  must  have  the  ability  to  make  an 
entrance;  he  must  have  the  usage  of 
his  body.  A good  actor  will  leave  un- 
forgettable, visual  memories. 

In  closing,  Mr.  Brown  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  public  is  becom- 
ing more  conscious  of  the  performer. 

Following  Mr.  Brown’s  address, 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Association  for  1937 
was  declared  closed. 


*THE  LIBRARY  PROFESSION 


In  ordinary  conversation,  the  word 
“professional”  may  be  used  as  a com- 
plimentary term  designating  those  in 
a particular  field  of  human  endeavor 
who  have  combined  natural  aptitude 
with  an  unusual  degree  of  training  and 
experience  to  achieve  extraordinary 
heights  of  specialized  skill,  or  it  may 
be  an  expression  of  reproach  for  those 
with  selfish  interests,  a narrow  view- 
point, a desire  for  self  aggrandize- 
ment. The  designation  may  be  used 
carefully,  intelligently,  with  due 
weight  for  its  meaning  as  to  the  nec- 
essary responsibilities  called  for,  the 

•Paper  presented  by  the  President,  Harold 
A.  Wooster. 


value  nature  and  type  of  social  serv- 
ice being  rendered,  the  ideals  repre- 
sented, or,  professional  terms  may  be 
used  so  vaguely,  carelessly  with  such 
varying  standards  of  value  that  their 
real  dignity  and  significance  is  lost. 
The  boundaries,  characteristics,  divi- 
sions of  a given  profession  are  worthy 
of  serious  study  as  are  the  relation- 
ships between  the  professional,  sub- 
professional and  non-professional  ele- 
ments which,  in  varying  proportions, 
are  to  be  found  in  every  major  pro- 
fession. Professions  have  their  con- 
tests of  the  forces  eager  to  build  up 
standards,  prestige,  usefulness  against 
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forces  which  would  lower  standards, 
impair  prestige  and  lessen  essential 
values. 

A profession  is  like  a country  in 
the  center  of  which  is  a lofty  range 
in  whose  rarefied  atmosphere  only 
those  with  very  special  aptitudes  or 
the  advantages  of  rigorous  training 
and  qualifying  experience  are  ordinar- 
ily able  to  survive  and  work  effective- 
ly. Those  who  are  able  to  meet  the 
exacting  demands  of  this  existence 
stand  in  a position  of  leadership 
where  their  work  and  influence  is  mul- 
tiplied. Leading  up  to  these  moun- 
tains are  foot  hills  and  table  lands 
which  can  be  reached  after  a hard 
climb,  where  the  view  is  often  superb, 
the  intellectual  climate  bracing,  and 
much  useful  work  calling  for  a high 
degree  of  creative  skill  awaits  those 
of  proper  ability.  A large  section  of 
this  professional  country  is  made  up 
of  plains  or  rolling  land  bordering 
on,  touching,  resembling  other  coun- 
tries; in  general,  fertile  in  nature, 
producing  many  highly  useful  prod- 
ucts and  services,  but  strictly  speak- 
ing, not  meeting  the  criteria  of  “pro- 
fessional” requirements. 

As  we  gaze  at  the  mountain  peaks 
of  librarianship,  we  realize,  with  re- 
spect, that  they  are  as  lofty  in  their 
challenge  to  the  best  of  human  ability 
as  the  peaks  of  any  profession.  It  is 
true  of  the  glories  of  our  special  field 
of  work  that  it  is  not  one  to  be  out- 
grown. Up  these  rugged  heights  our 
pioneer  leaders  scrambled  without 
benefit  of  previous  trail,  facing  all 
kinds  of  new  and  unknown  difficul- 
ties, exploring  the  way  for  us.  All 
honor  and  credit  to  them  for  “there 
were  giants  ...  in  those  days.”  Since 
then,  even  today,  there  are  those  try- 
ing to  ascend  professional  heights  sin- 
gle handed,  by  new  and  unorthodox 
ways,  blazing  their  own  trails,  spurred 
on  by  the  thought,  it  has  been  done 


before.  This  is  no  easy  task  and  to 
understand  its  complications  one  must 
not  think  entirely  in  terms  of  those 
previously  successful  in  making  the 
climb,  for  there  were  failures  and  par- 
tial successes  among  their  numbers. 
Some  who  wandered  in  tangled  un- 
derbrush, took  promising  but  false 
trails  which  had  to  be  laboriously  re- 
traced, some  who,  panting  wearily  up- 
ward, early  reached  the  limit  of  their 
resources  where  they  stood  or  sat, 
blocking  the  upward  path  of  a par- 
ticular institution  or  phase  of  work, 
holding  up  others  of  greater  resources 
until  the  forces  of  inertia  also  held 
them  fast.  Some  have  been  carried  to 
the  top  on  the  wings  of  favoring  cir- 
cumstances, or  on  the  shoulders  of 
more  capable  fellow  workers,  but  such 
have  not  usually  arrived  in  proper 
condition  to  do  effective  work.  No 
luxury  of  guides,  porters,  equipment 
or  special  opportunities  can  success- 
fully take  a person  much  above  the 
natural  limits  of  his  own  heart  and 
lungs,  or  intelligence  and  judgment. 

Today  trails  have  been  established 
where  practical  experience  has  shown 
the  way  is  best.  There  are  warning 
signs  on  the  false  trails;  trail  markers 
and  friendly  guides  exist,  these  being 
represented  by  the  well  established, 
tested,  recognized  institutions  and 
courses  of  professional  training.  Re- 
alizing that  these  have  natural  limita- 
tions, giving  due  credit  to  the  unusual 
person  who  finds  a suitable  new  way 
to  climb  a particular  height,  the  choice 
before  our  profession  is:  are  we  going 
to  support,  endorse,  cooperate  with  the 
trail  builders  or  tolerate  the  chaos  and 
waste  of  uncooperative  effort? 

How  then  are  we  to  climb  the  va- 
rious mountains  of  professional  serv- 
ice which  we  see  before  us.  In  every 
case,  there  is  an  approaching,  ascend- 
ing slope  of  general  education  which 
has  been  found  the  best  way  to  gain 
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altitude.  Those  who  have  tried  other 
approaches  or  left  this  ridge  too  soon 
have  found  the  way  long,  difficult, 
discouraging  and  often  impossible. 
One  crosses  over  from  general  educa- 
tion to  specialized  training  at  higher 
points  than  were  formerly  considered 
necessary,  not  only  in  library  work, 
but  in  other  professions  as  well.  When 
it  comes  to  directly  climbing  the 
heights  of  specialized  skill,  one  should 
follow  as  closely  as  possible  the  es- 
tablished professional  trails  even  if 
one  is  compelled  to  go  alone  and  the 
contact  with  recognized  authorities  is 
only  through  their  writings.  This  sug- 
gests the  matter  of  alternative  paths. 

Most  of  us  cf  the  war,  or  pre-war, 
generation  have  had  to  take  some  de- 
tour, short  cut,  or  by-pass  somewhere 
along  the  professional  road  when  the 
way  ahead  was  hopelessly  blocked. 
Human  nature  being  what  it  is,  there 
is  a temptation  to  dwell  upon  these 
difficult  experiences,  perhaps  overvalue 
them  in  self  justification  and  to  feel 
that  those  who  went  the  regular  way 
really  missed  something  important. 
We  are  checked  by  the  sober  second 
thought,  that  we  ourselves  have  not 
traversed  some  important  section  of 
the  trail,  that  we  must  offer  equiva- 
lents and  substitutes  which  may  or 
may  not  be  fully  acceptable.  An  in- 
teresting example  of  this  experience 
is  to  be  found  in  “Peddler’s  Progress” 
by  Odell  Shepherd.  Bronson  Alcott, 
going  from  the  bleak  surroundings  of 
a Connecticut  hill  farm  with  a ped- 
dler’s pack  on  his  back,  stepped  into 
the  different  civilization  of  the  South- 
ern aristocrats.  The  experience  was 
very  revealing,  enlightening,  inform- 
ing, thought-provoking.  He  felt  and 
stated  that  “he  learned  more  than  he 
could  have  at  any  college.”  By  the 
way,  tramping  the  dusty  roads,  calm- 
ing unfriendly  dogs,  winning  entrance 
to  the  front  parlor,  selling  people 


what  they  are  not  sure  they  want  and 
suspect  is  over  priced,  has  its  value 
for  professional  training,  even  for  li- 
brarianship.  On  mature  judgment, 
however,  the  friendly  biographer  of 
Bronson  Alcott  finds  that  the  educa- 
tion deficiencies  of  “peddling  experi- 
ence” were  a heavy  and  constant  han- 
dicap to  this  talented  man  of  high 
ideals  as  he  strove  to  develop  and 
adapt  these  ideals  into  the  realities  of 
life.  It  would,  of  course,  be  possible 
to  cite  other  examples  of  the  stifling 
influence  of  rigid  formal  education. 

Forgetting  the  mountain  tops 
where  only  a small  fraction  of  our 
profession  can  live  and  work,  we  come 
to  the  foot  hills  and  table  lands 
where  many  find  their  level,  with  sat- 
isfying companionship  and  challenging 
work  well  fitted  to  their  special  skills 
and  interests.  A wide  range  of  trained 
and  skilled  talents  is  demanded,  for 
our  profession  has  breadth  as  well  as 
height.  The  problem  here  is  the  age- 
old  one  of  craftsmanship,  that  of  pro- 
tecting the  proper  standard  of  the 
work  against  inferior  material  and 
bungling,  unskilled  work  which 
tears  down  the  good  will  and  appre- 
ciation gained  by  superior  workman- 
ship. Where  craftsmen  are  strong  and 
enlightened,  they  have  been  able  to 
protect  their  standards  by  their  own 
ideals  translated  into  protecting  rules 
and  regulations,  by  long  and  faithful 
apprenticeships,  by  some  hallmark  of 
approval  which  guarantees  good  ma- 
terial and  skilled  workmanship. 
Where  a skilled  craft  has  proved  un- 
able to  properly  regulate  its  own  af- 
fairs and  where  its  standards  can  not 
be  trusted,  outside  forces  step  in  and 
enforce  certain  minimum  standards 
for  public  protection.  At  the  present 
time,  Certification,  voluntary  or  by 
legal  compulsion,  is  the  method  by 
which  a good  sized  fraction  of  the  li- 
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brary  world  is  protecting  its  stand- 
ards. 

When  we  consider  the  lowlands  of 
the  profession,  dubbed  by  that  not 
very  satisfactory  title,  sub-profession- 
al, we  find  a state  and  condition  call- 
ing for  improvement.  In  spite  of 
A.  L.  A.  definitions,  the  standards  as 
to  preparation,  abilities,  requirements, 
services  rendered,  are  so  confused  in 
actual  use  as  to  be  practically  mean- 
ingless. Some  libraries  try  to  do  all 
phases  of  their  work  with  profession- 
ally trained  librarians,  although  cer- 
tain of  their  work  might  be  accom- 
plished more  economically  and  effici- 
ently with  clerical  assistance.  Others 
try  to  give  professional  service  with 
non-professional  people,  which  is  nor- 
mally impossible.  While  conditions 
vary  so,  general  rules  call  for  many 
exceptions;  we  might  agree,  however, 
that  minimum  standards  as  to  re- 
quirements and  compensation  are  in 
many  places  too  low  for  the  good  of 
the  profession  and  that  careful  in- 
quiry would  show  that  in  many  in- 
stances library  workers  are  leaving 
undone  the  things  which  they  are 
trained  for,  and  should  do,  and  that 
sub-professional  workers  are  doing 
what  they  are  not  trained  for  and 
should  leave  undone.  A realistic  ap- 
proach to  this  useful,  necessary,  val- 
uable field  of  work  will  define  the 
boundaries  in  a better  way,  open  up- 
ward paths  of  further  training,  fit 
workers  to  phases  of  work  which  they 
can  thoroughly  master,  put  aside  pre- 
tenses, deal  fairly  and  honestly  with 
conditions  as  they  exist.  Cooperation 
between  those  of  varying  degrees  of 
skill  and  training,  doing  work  of 
varying  complexities  is  natural  and 
desirable,  for  we  are  all  honorably 
employed  in  important  parts  of  the 
same  work,  with  common  interests 
“for  the  body  is  not  one  member,  but 
many.” 


An  important  matter  to  any  pro- 
fession is  its  relationship  with  simi- 
lar and  neighboring  professions.  Natu- 
rally there  will  be  a certain  amount 
of  visiting  back  and  forth,  a sharing 
and  exchanging  of  experiences  and 
ideas.  We  will  lose  an  occasional 
worker  who  finds  the  opportunity  and 
climate  of  another  profession  more  to 
his  or  her  liking  and  will  gain  an  oc- 
casional worker  who  wishes  to  try  his 
skill  in  our  special  field,  although  this 
step  is  not  an  easy  one,  and  often 
brings  its  disappointments.  An  easier 
way  to  explore  other  professions  is 
through  personal  friendships  and  read- 
ing about  the  problems,  achievements 
and  personal  experiences  of  those 
whose  work,  in  many  ways,  resem- 
bles our  own.  It  is  an  informing  ex- 
perience to  read  the  Russell  Sage 
Foundation  studies  of  “Social  Work 
As  a Profession,”  or  “Nursing  As  a 
Profession”  with  their  definitions  and 
explanations  of  what  a profession  re- 
ally is  and  the  steps  necessary  to  se- 
cure professional  standing  and  recog- 
nition. In  the  study  of  “The  Profes- 
sional Engineer,”  one  notes  with  in- 
terest that  widely  varying  degrees  of 
ability  and  training  are  reported,  that 
the  workers  are  divided  into  three 
groups — professional,  engineers,  tech- 
nicians, engineering  artisans — that  it 
was  found  necessary  to  explain  that 
those  who  operate  engines  and  other 
machines  may  be  called  engineers,  but 
that  this  does  not  make  them  such,  in 
the  professional  sense;  and  that  tradi- 
tions of  pioneering  days  and  British 
example  waged  a bitter  fight  against 
the  present-day  academic  type  of  edu- 
cational preparation  for  engineering 
work.  Today  we  think  of  the  ex- 
acting training  requirements  of  the 
medical  profession  with  high  respect 
but  the  study  “Physicians  and  Medi- 
cal Care”  shows  that  until  a very 
recent  date,  the  standards  of  manv 
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medical  schools  were  disgracefully 
low  and  that  an  enormous  overpro- 
duction of  uneducated,  ill-trained 
medical  practitioners  was  produced. 
Professional  studies  are  naturally 
limited  in  scope.  It  is  from  such  vol- 
umes as  “And  Gladly  Teach”  by 
Bliss  Perry,  “Heads  and  Tales”  by 
Malvina  Hoffman,  the  several  fine 
volumes  which  have  been  written  by 
members  of  the  medical  profession, 
and  many  others  which  will  instantly 
occur  to  you,  that  we  get  an  intimate 
inside  viewpoint  of  other  professions. 

It  can  be  frankly  admitted  that  a 
profession  needs  an  admixture  of 
other  viewpoints  to  keep  it  sane,  bal- 
anced, practical,  progressive,  in  full 
touch  with  the  realities  of  life.  In  a 
military  profession,  the  navy,  for  in- 
stance, the  civilian  secretary,  civilian 
experts  from  the  great  industries  and 
specialized  trades,  civilian  advisers, 
instructors,  etc.,  are  an  important  part 
of  its  military  efficiency.  Professional 
Chinese  walls  are  limiting  to  those 
confined  within.  In  the  case  of  the  li- 
brary profession,  our  new  recruits 
should  have  the  broadening  influence 
of  general  education,  general  culture, 
other  experiences,  before  they  enter 
the  narrow  road  of  specialization.  A 
most  important  contribution  of  “other 
viewpoints”  is  and  should  be  given  by 
our  Library  Trustees,  the  policy- 
forming group  with  major  responsi- 
bilities in  interpreting  the  library  and 
its  work  to  the  community,  of  secur- 
ing adequate  financial  support  and, 
as  representative  citizens  of  the  high- 
est type,  bringing  the  citizen  view- 
point to  institutional  planning.  When 
a Library  Board  gives  up  its  most  im- 
portant duties  to  undertake  adminis- 
trative responsibilities,  the  library  is 
the  loser.  Among  our  Library  Trus- 
tees are  distinguished  lawyers,  well- 
trained  educators,  able  clergymen, 
business  men  with  keen  judgment, 


community  leaders  representing  wide 
experience  and  practical  wisdom,  and 
with  all,  a sympathetic  viewpoint,  an 
appreciation  of  the  public  library  as 
an  essential  American  institution. 
These  are  the  original  “friends  of  the 
library”  and  they  are  in  position  to 
bring  to  the  affairs  of  a library  that 
wider  viewpoint  which  is  most  es- 
sential. 

If  a profession  has  too  large  a por- 
tion of  an  outside,  unappreciative 
viewpoint  it  can  be  utterly  destroyed 
and  its  cherished  treasurers  of  skill  and 
knowledge  scattered  and  destroyed.  It 
is  possible  for  the  ruthless  hand  of  the 
political  spoilsman,  looking  upon  a li- 
brary as  so  many  jobs  for  henchmen, 
to  destroy  its  value  and  usefulness. 
Afterwards,  to  his  short-sighted  view- 
point, it  looks  the  same,  but  the  salt 
has  been  extracted  and  what  remains 
is  a rather  tasteless,  valueless  mixture. 
A problem  such  as  the  thousands  and 
millions  without  public  library  serv- 
ice, may  be  theoretically  solved  from 
a non-professional  viewpoint  as  fol- 
lows : Let’s  see,  what  you  need  is 
“books.”  Well,  it’s  not  hard  to  sweep 
together  a whole  lot  of  books;  there 
are  attics,  basements,  second-hand 
stores,  bargains,  undesired  idle  books 
that  some  form  of  drive  can  collect, 
overlooking  the  essentials  of  careful 
selection,  of  constant  addition,  of 
adaptation  to  local  requirements;  for 
shelves,  one  might  find  boards,  nails, 
“free  labor”  of  some  kind ; regarding 
a “place,”  why  every  community  has 
its  idle  property  for  which  some  sort 
of  temporary  arrangement  can  be 
made  at  little  or  no  cost,  forgetting 
that  the  suitability,  the  taste,  the 
character  of  a library  building  and  its 
equipment  is  a most  important  factor 
and  that  “cheapness”  may  be  a de- 
stroyer of  necessary  respect ; as  for 
“librarians”  — there  are  an  amazing 
. number  who  feel  qualified  on  a mo- 
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merit’s  notice  to  assume  the  title  and 
duties  of  this  office,  although  Donald 
Peattie’s  explanation  that  one  must 
first  be  born  a naturalist  and  then 
spend  twenty  years  of  preparation  to 
become  one,  applies  with  almost  equal 
force  to  librarianship.  From  such  an 
over-simplified  viewpoint  as  just  out- 
lined, the  uninformed  may  feel  that 
the  library  problems  of  the  nation  can 
be  quickly  solved.  On  the  other  hand, 
an  over  “professionalized”  library  at- 
titude can  overload  with  theoretical 
and  technical  advice  any  new  library 
development  until  it  gives  up  with- 
out a struggle,  although  it  might  have 
a field  of  constructive  usefulness,  or 
dumps  all  the  advice  overboard,  in- 
cluding the  valuable  and  essential,  and 
proceeds  to  make  costly,  unnecessary 
mistakes  which  only  retard  true  li- 
brary progress. 

We  are  members  of,  and  owe  debts 
of  allegiance  to  an  ancient  and  hon- 
orable profession.  Its  educational,  cul- 
tural and  technical  standards  are  what 
we  make  them;  unworthiness  and  in- 
competence on  our  part  brings  these 
destructive  characteristics  into  library 
service.  We  are  beset  with  dangers 
and  difficulties  which  call  not  only  for 
our  greatest  skill  and  ability  as  indi- 
viduals, but  for  common  action  as 
well.  Our  college  libraries  receive  cer- 
tain protection  against  exploitation 
from  the  educational  standards  of  the 


institutions  of  which  they  are  a part. 
Our  high  school  libraries  have  some- 
thing of  this  same  protection  and  are 
aided  by  legal,  compulsory  certifica- 
tion which  does  establish  certain  min- 
imum standards.  These  facts  should 
not  be  used  to  paint  too  rosy  a picture, 
for  many  problems  still  remain.  Our 
public  libraries  depend  on  community 
pride  and  pressure,  on  the  varying 
standards  set  by  Library  Boards  and 
Librarians,  under  their  interpretation 
of  local  necessities  and  possibilities. 
We  have  the  extremes  of  a well-or- 
ganized, adequate  service,  down 
through  many  varieties  of  limited  and 
inadequate  service  until  we  reach  the 
bottom  where  nothing  is  available.  We 
can  shudder  at  the  evils  of  regimenta- 
tion and  organization  as  they  are  re- 
vealed in  other  fields  of  human  en- 
deavor but  we  should  also  note  that 
these  evils  of  extreme  regimentation 
grow  from  the  extremes  of  chaos  and 
disorganization.  Librarians  are  apt  to 
be  strong  individualists,  a most  wor- 
thy trait  within  limitations,  but  cold 
logic  and  just  ordinary  reason  seems 
to  point  to  the  need  of  greater  coop- 
eration “to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare” of  our  profession,  to  preserve, 
maintain  and  advance  to  even  higher 
levels,  the  standards,  ideals  and  char- 
acteristics of  librarianship.  We  still 
can  safely  travel  much  farther  along 
the  road  of  united  effort. 


VOLUNTARY  CERTIFICATION  PLAN 
IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

WHAT  AND  WHY? 


Certification  has  been  defined  as  “a 
method  of  establishing  standards  of 
the  knowledge  and  training  required 
for  service  in  publicly  supported 
libraries  and  of  recognizing  the  quali- 
fications of  men  and  women  whose 
education  and  experience  meet  such 


standards.”  A. L A.  Bulletin,  March 
1936,  p.  183. 

PENNSYLVANIA’S  VOLUN- 
TARY CERTIFICATION 
PLAN 

Experimental — Educational 
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Is  designed  to  improve  library  serv- 
ice by  raising  the  standards  of  library 
personnel  and  discouraging  the  ap- 
pointment of  unqualified  persons. 

Recognizes  successful  experience 
and  demonstrated  ability  of  librarians 
now  in  service  and  provides  experi- 
ence equivalent  in  all  grades  for  those 
lacking  formal  professional  and  aca- 
demic education. 

Serves  as  a minimum  basic  standard 
for  professional  advancement  to  all 
professional  library  workers.  While 
standards  are  set  for  all  types  of 
libraries  and  library  positions,  it  rec- 
ognizes that  the  smallest  libraries 
cannot  afford  to  employ  librarians 
with  full  education  and  training;  also, 
that  all  libraries  require  workers  of 
varying  qualifications. 

Recognizes  that  many  librarians 
must  begin  their  service  before  they 
attain  full  educational  and  training 
qualifications.  It  therefore  provides 


for  entrance  with  minimum  require- 
ments, and  outlines  the  further  edu- 
cation and  training  by  which  the  high- 
er ratings  may  be  secured. 

Has  the  endorsement  of  progressive 
librarians,  trustees,  educators,  and 
other  outstanding  business  and  pro- 
fessional people. 

Will  be  instrumental  in  securing 
prestige  and  public  recognition  for  the 
library  profession  such  as  is  now  en- 
joyed by  the  law,  medicine,  engineer- 
ing and  teaching,  and  thereby  will 
justify,  and  command  for  it,  more 
adequate  financial  support  and  respect 
as  an  educational  institution. 

Will  you  help  to  promote  this  pro- 
gressive measure  for  the  advancement 
of  the  library  profession  by  voting  for 
voluntary  certification  in  Pennsyl- 
vania? 

This  summary  is  stated  in  general 
terms.  Everyone  should  study  the  de- 
tailed plan. 


STATEMENT  AND  AMENDMENTS 
CONCERNING  THE  STANDARDS  AND  CERTIFICATION 

PROGRAM 


Your  Committee  on  Standards  and 
Certification  was  authorized  at  the 
Hershey  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Association,  October  12, 
1934.  The  Committee  appointed  by 
President  Keator  immediately  appoint- 
ed a Steering  Sub-Committee  which 
held  several  Sub-Committee  meetings 
and  conducted  a survey  of  Pennsylva- 
nia public  libraries  and  a voluminous 
correspondence.  The  Sub  - Commit- 
tee submitted  a program  of  standards 
and  a voluntary  certification  plan  to 
the  whole  Committee  which  approved 
them  and  submitted  them  to  the  As- 
sociation at  the  Erie  meeting,  Satur- 
day, October  9,  1936,  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  there  be  no  discus- 


sion or  action  until  the  1937  meeting 
of  the  Association. 

The  Committee  report  has  since 
been  printed  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  and  Museum  Notes  through 
the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Rafter,  Director 
of  the  State  Library  and  Museum,  in 
order  that  it  might  have  publicity 
among  Pennsylvania  librarians.  Sep- 
arates of  the  report  have  also  been 
printed  and  sent  out  and  others  are 
available  at  this  meeting. 

Please  note  in  connection  with  this 
certification  program  and  set  of  stand- 
ards that  both  are  voluntary.  No 
librarian  in  voting  for  them  is  pledg- 
ing his  library  to  accept  the  standards 
or  to  become  a candidate  for  certifi- 
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cation  himself.  We  are  quite  willing 
to  admit  that  the  programs  are  not 
perfect  and  are  compromises.  There 
are  points  where  librarians  will  dis- 
agree. These  programs  are  not  final. 
It  is  probable  that  in  the  coming  years 
we  shall  want  to  revise  them  as  a re- 
sult of  experience. 

But  this  is  a step  forward  for  Penn- 
sylvania libraries.  Other  states  have 
set  up  standards  and  adopted  certifi- 
cation programs  and  have  improved 
library  conditions,  the  standards  as 
incentives  to  more  efficient  service  and 
book  collections  and  the  certification 
toward  better  trained  personnel  with 
higher  standing  in  the  professional 
world.  At  the  New  York  meeting  of 
the  American  Library  Association 
Mayor  LaGuardia  said  librarians 
were  too  meek.  If  we  believe  in  our 
calling  we  must  fight  for  it. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  add  the 
following  amendments  to  the  pro- 
grams already  before  the  Association : 

1.  Under  grade  B,  section  2,  of  the 
Certification  Schedule  change  the 
word  “approved  position”  to  “re- 
sponsible position.” 

2.  Under  grade  C of  the  Certifica- 
tion Schedule  change  the  time 
qualification  at  the  end  to  read 
“renewable  for  5-year  periods.” 

3.  Under  note  3 of  the  Certification 


Schedule  add  “2  years  of  approved 
experience  shall  be  considered 
equivalent  to  a summer  library 
course  with  6 credits  or  a 6- 
months’  training  class.” 

4.  Under  note  2 of  the  Certification 
Schedule  omit  “just  graduated.” 

5.  Change  the  last  sentence  of  part 
6 of  the  Standards  Program  to 
read  as  follows:  “We  recommend 
that  members  of  the  Standards 
Committee  and  the  Certification 
Board,  as  a sub-committee  of  the 
Standards  Committee,  be  elected 
by  the  Association  and  elected  for 
three-year  terms;  that  there  be  a 
chairman  and  six  members  of  the 
committee  with  two  members 
elected  for  one  year,  two  members 
elected  for  two  years,  and  three 
members  elected  for  three  years  at 
the  beginning;  that  four  members 
be  chosen  to  represent  the  public 
libraries  of  the  state,  one  member 
the  college  libraries,  one  member 
the  state  library  and  one  member 
the  library  schools;  that  four 
members  constitute  a Certification 
Board  to  be  appointed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee.” 

(Signed) 

Committee  on  Standards  and  Cer- 
tification for  the  Public  Libraries 
of  Pennsylvania. 


GENERAL  SESSION 
Friday  Morning,  October  22,  1937 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President,  Mr.  Harold  A. 
Wooster,  at  9:45  A.  M. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  in 
the  history  of  the  Pennsylvania  Li- 
brary Association  was  taken  at  this 
business  session.  At  this  meeting  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
ards and  Certification  was  presented 


by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Willard  P. 
Lewis.  Briefly  Mr.  Lewis  outlined 
the  work  already  done  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  its  Report  at  the  Erie  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  on  October  9, 
1936  (see  Pennsylvania  Library  and 
Museum  Notes,  January,  1937),  and 
asked  that  the  attention  of  each 
member  be  turned  to  the  mimeo- 
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graphed  sheet  now  distributed  en- 
titled “Statements  and  Amendments 
Concerning  the  Standards  and  Certifi- 
cation Program.”  Mr.  Lewis  moved 
that  the  Report  be  accepted  with  the 
submitted  amendments.  The  meeting 
was  thrown  open  for  discussion.  Miss 
Hazel  B.  Warren,  the  Extension 
Librarian  of  the  Indiana  State  Li- 
brary, gave  an  illuminating  talk  on 
the  organization  of  the  scheme  of  vol- 
untary certification  in  Indiana.  Many 
questions  were  asked  from  the  floor 
and  answered  by  Miss  Warren.  The 
grades  of  the  Indiana  plan  were  based 
both  upon  (1)  training  and  educa- 
tion, and  (2)  experience — the  two  di- 
visions being  one  in  trying  to  create 
a feeling  that  the  plan  is  meant  to 
include  every  librarian.  Mr.  Lewis 
emphasized  the  fact  that  the  Pennsyl- 
vania plan  is  purely  voluntary  and 
probably  not  final,  that  as  time  passes 
there  will  have  to  be  amendments  and 
revisions. 

Mr.  O.  R.  Howard  Thomson  said 
that  as  the  plan  is  worked  out  now  it 
makes  no  provision  for  alteration  or 
amendment.  He  moved  to  amend  the 
code  as  follows:  all  suggested  changes 
in  the  plan  for  voluntary  certification 
shall  be  placed  before  the  Committee 
of  Standards  and  Certification  and  be 
reported  by  that  Committee,  favorably 
or  unfavorably,  to  the  Association  at 
its  annual  meeting.  Printed  copies  of 
such  proposed  amendments  shall  be 
mailed  to  each  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  least  60  days  prior  to  the 
annual  meeting.  The  amendment  was 
seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Franklin  H.  Price,  Librarian 
of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia, 
raised  some  objection  based  upon  a 
feeling  that  an  occasion  might  arise 
when  the  majority  members  of  the 
Certification  Board  would  consist  of 
school  and  college  librarians  and  so 
outnumber  public  library  representa- 


tives, and  he  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  four  on  the  11th  line  of  amend- 
ment No.  5 and  substitute  the  word 
these  so  that  all  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  become  automatically 
members  of  the  Certification  Board. 
The  motion  was  seconded.  Mr.  Munn 
of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 
expressed  himself  as  feeling  that  the 
Committee  had  studied  all  points  for 
many  months  and  that  four  members 
on  the  Certification  Board  will  work 
better  than  a larger  group.  He  also 
said  that  four  of  the  proposed  mem- 
bers for  the  Standards  and  Certifica- 
tion Committee  must  represent  pub- 
lic libraries  anyway  and  there  was 
little  danger  of  any  particular  group 
securing  control.  Mr.  Lewis  pointed 
out  that  the  members  of  the  Board 
will  all  be  busy  librarians  and  it 
would  be  wise  not  to  make  the  Board 
larger  than  necessary.  Mr.  Price  then 
withdrew  his  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Wooster  asked  whether  the 
Association  was  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion. 

Miss  Patterson  of  the  Pottsville 
Public  Library  asked  that  care  be 
taken  in  defining  the  word  librarian, 
and  to  back  up  her  request,  read  a 
definition  of  the  duties  and  qualifica- 
tions of  a librarian  as  given  in  a re- 
cent State  publication. 

Mr.  Wooster  then  presented  the 
question.  It  was  moved,  seconded,  and 
carried  that  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Standards  and  Certification 
be  accepted  as  amended. 

Mr.  Wooster  thanked  Mr.  Lewis, 
Chairman,  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  Miss  Warren  for  their 
assistance.  The  nominations  of  the 
members  of  the  permanent  Standards 
and  Certification  Committee,  he  an- 
nounced, would  be  presented  by  the 
Executive  Board  at  the  business  meet- 
ing on  Saturday,  October  23. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  STANDARDS  AND  CERTIFICATION 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Library  Association  held  in 
York,  Pa.,  October  23,  1937,  the  As- 
sociation accepted  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Standards  and  Certifi- 
cation as  amended;  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  P.L.A.  acting  as  a 
nominating  committee  submitted  to 
the  Association  a slate  of  committee 
members  to  serve  on  the  permanent 
Committee  on  Standards  and  Certifi- 
cation, with  their  terms  of  office. 

The  report  was  unanimously  ac- 
cepted by  the  Association  and  the  com- 
mittee, as  submitted,  was  elected  to 
serve  from  one  to  three-year  terms. 

The  members  of  the  committee  and 
the  length  of  the  term  each  will  serve 
are  as  follows: 

For  three  years:  Willard  P.  Lewis, 
Frances  Kelly,  Evelyn  L.  Matthews, 
executive  secretary. 

For  two  years:  Katharine  Shorey, 
Isabel  McC.  Turner. 

For  one  year:  Margaret  Jackson, 
Ralph  Munn. 

Ex-officio,  1937-38:  Harriet  T. 
Root,  president,  P.L.A. 

Meeting  of  the  Committee 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Standards  and  Certification,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Association,  1937,  was  held  in  the 
Yorktowne  Hotel  on  Saturday,  Oc- 
tober 23,  1937,  immediately  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  regular  morning 
session  of  the  Association.  Those  pres- 


ent were : Isabel  McC.  Turner,  Mar- 
garet Jackson,  Ralph  Munn,  Willard 
P.  Lewis,  Evelyn  L.  Matthews. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Willard  P.  Lewis,  acting 
chairman.  After  general  discussion  of 
plans  for  organization  and  manage- 
ment of  the  work  involved,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Association  be  asked  for  the 
sum  of  $150.00  as  a revolving  fund 
to  defray  the  cost  of  supplies,  post- 
age, and  clerical  help  if  needed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Munn,  second- 
ed by  Miss  Turner,  Miss  Jackson 
acting  as  chairman  pro-tem.,  Mr. 
Willard  P.  Lewis  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Standards 
and  Certifications.  Mr.  Lewis  re- 
sumed the  chairmanship. 

The  Committee  hoped  to  publish, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  and  Museum  Notes, 
the  Report  of  the  Committee,  with 
the  revised  Certification  plan  as 
adopted  by  the  Association.  Applica- 
tion blanks  for  certification  of  libra- 
rians will  be  included  in  the  “Notes” 
in  such  form  that  they  can  be  de- 
tached without  injuring  the  bul- 
letin. These  may  be  used  by  librari- 
ans in  applying  for  certification.  Ad- 
ditional copies  for  those  libraries 
needing  more  than  one  copy  will  be 
furnished  on  request.  If  this  plan  is 
not  practical,  the  applications  will  be 
multigraphed  and  sent  out  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Lewis  will  prepare  revised 
data  and  send  it  to  Miss  Nell  Stevens, 
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editor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
and  Museum  Notes  in  time  for  the 
next  (i.e.,  January,  1938)  number  of 
the  “Notes.” 

A Certification  Board  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  meet  twice  a year,  preferably 
in  March  and  September.  This  Board 
consists  of  four  members,  as  follows: 
Miss  Isabel  McC.  Turner,  Miss 
Frances  Kelly,  Mr.  Lewis,  Miss 
Matthews,  executive  secretary. 


The  chairman  asked  the  secretary 
to  make  a list  of  libraries  under  the 
classification  adopted  by  the  P.L.A. 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  for 
its  consideration.  He  also  asked  the 
secretary  to  write  to  other  states  for 
copies  of  certification  records,  forms 
of  application,  certificates,  etc. 

The  meeting  adjourned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Evelyn  L.  Matthews, 

Secretary. 


TO  TRUSTEES,  LIBRARIANS,  AND  STAFF  MEMBERS  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 


Through  publication  of  the  volun- 
tary certification  plan  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Association  and  argu- 
ment concerning  the  plan  itself  and 
the  need  for  it  in  the  January,  1937 
issue  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  and 
Museum  Notes,  you  are  familiar,  in 
a general  way,  with  the  plan  and  its 
purpose.  At  the  York  meeting  of  the 
Association  the  plan  with  five  amend- 
ments was  approved  without  a dis- 
senting vote.  The  purpose  of  such  a 
voluntary  plan  is  educational,  to  pre- 
sent the  merits  of  certification  to 
librarians,  trustees,  and  the  general 
public.  Success  of  a voluntary  plan 
depends  upon  the  general  acceptance 
of  the  plan  by  librarians. 

Librarians  and  staff  members  (ex- 
cept clerical  assistants,  pages  and  part 
time  or  voluntary  workers)  are  urged 
to  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  cer- 
tification plan  and  to  their  own  fu- 
ture professional  welfare  by  filling 
out  the  accompanying  application 
blank,  detaching  it  and  forwarding  it 
to  Miss  Evelyn  L.  Matthews,  Har- 


risburg, Pennsylvania.  Libraries  with 
two  or  more  staff  members  are  re- 
quested to  appoint  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  act  as  certification  agent  and 
have  her  write  to  Miss  Matthews  for 
the  number  of  duplicate  application 
blanks  needed  for  her  library  staff. 
This  agent  will  then  collect  the  blanks 
when  filled  out  and  forward  them  to 
Miss  Matthews.  Trustees  are  urged 
to  confer  with  their  librarians  and  en- 
courage their  participation  in  the 
plan. 

In  order  to  finance  successfully  the 
voluntary  plan,  it  is  essential  that  all 
applications  be  accompanied  by  a 50c 
fee. 

Address  all  applications  to  Miss 
Evelyn  L.  Matthews,  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Standards  and  Certifi- 
cation, 1125  N.  Front  Street,  Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

For  the  Committee  on  Standards 
and  Certification,  Willard  P.  Lewis, 
Chairman;  Evelyn  L.  Matthews, 
Secretary. 
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APPLICATION  FOR  CERTIFICATE 

I hereby  apply  for  a librarian’s  certificate  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association  suited  to  my  qualifications,  and  submit  the  following  record  of 
experience,  education  and  training: 


High  School: Year  graduated 

Equivalent: 

College  or  university  study: 

Name Dates 

Name Dates 

Name Dates 

Date  of  graduation Degree 

Extension  or  Correspondence  courses:  (list) 

Hours  of  credit  received: 

Library  School  at Dates 

Library  School  at Dates 

Date  of  graduation Degree 

Training  Class  in 

Length  of  course Date  completed, 

Summer  School  at Date 

Summer  School  at Date 

Summer  School  at Date 


Correspondence  library  courses:  (list) 

Experience : 

Library:  

Position Dates 

Library:  

Position Dates 

Library:  

Position Dates 

Library:  

Position Dates 

Library:  

Position Dates 

Library:  

Position Dates 

Other  experience: 

For  a knowledge  of  my  work  the  following  may  be  consulted: 


Certificates  held  in  other  states: 

State Grade, 

State Grade, 

Signed : 


Date 

Address: 
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GRADES  FOR  CERTIFICATION 


Grade  A 

1;  College  degree,  plus 

One  year’s  training  in  library 
school  approved  by  the  A.L.A. 
Board  of  Education  for  Libra- 
rianship,  plus 

Five  years’  experience  in  responsi- 
ble position  in  a certified 
library;  or 

2.  Graduation  from  any  library 

school  approved  by  the  A.L.A. 
Board  of  Education  for  Libra- 
rianship,  plus 

Five  years’  experinece  in  responsi- 
ble position  in  a certified  library. 
(Application  to  be  filed  with 
the  Certification  Board  on  or 
before  January  1,  1940)  or 

3.  College  degree,  plus 

Ten  years’  experience  in  responsi- 
ble position  in  a certified  library 
in  a specialized  field.  (Applica- 
tion to  be  filed  with  the  Certi- 
fication Board  on  or  before 
January  1,  1940)  or 

4.  Fifteen  years’  experience  in  a re- 

sponsible library  position  in  a 
certified  library.  (Application 
to  be  filed  with  the  Certifica- 
tion Board  on  or  before  Janu- 
ary 1,  1940) 

Certification  for  life. 

Grade  B 

1.  College  degree,  plus 

Five  years’  experience  in  responsi- 
ble position  in  a certified  library, 
plus 

Twelve  semester  hours  in  sum- 
mer library  course;  or 

2.  Three  years  of  college,  plus 

Library  school  approved  by  the 

A.L.A.  Board  of  Education  for 
Librarianship,  plus 


Two  years’  experience  in  responsi- 
ble position  in  a certified 
library;  or 

3.  Two  years  of  college,  plus 

Twelve  credits  in  summer  libran 

course,  plus 

Ten  years’  experience  in  responsi- 
ble position  in  a certified 
library;  or 

4.  Graduation  from  any  library 

school  approved  by  the  A.L.A. 
Board  of  Education  for  Libra- 
rianship, plus 

Two  years  of  college,  plus 

Three  years’  experience  in  respon- 
sible position  in  a certified 
library ; or 

5.  Grade  C,  plus 

Five  years  additional  experience  in 
a responsible  position  in  a cer- 
tified library.  (Application  to 
be  filed  with  the  Certification 
Board  on  or  before  January  1, 
1948) 

Certification  valid  for  five  years, 
renewable  for  five  year  periods 
indefinitely. 

Grade  C 

1.  College  degree,  plus 

Six  credits  in  summer  library 
course  or  approved  training 
class,  plus 

Two  years’  experience  in  ap- 
proved position  in  a certified 
library;  or 

2.  One  year  college,  plus 

Six  credits  in  summer  library 
course  or  approved  training 
class,  plus 

Three  years’  experience  in  ap- 
proved position  in  a certified 
library;  or 

3.  High  School  graduation,  plus 

Additional  college  credits  (15- 

30),  plus 
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Six  credits  in  summer  library 

course  or  approved  training 
class,  plus 

Five  years’  experience  in  approved 
position  in  a certified  library; 
or 

4.  Five  years’  experience  in  approved 
position  in  a certified  library, 
plus 

Six  credits  in  summer  library 

course  or  approved  training 
class. 

(Application  to  be  filed  with  the 
Certification  Board  on  or  be- 
fore January  1,  1939) 

Certification  valid  for  five  years, 
and  renewable  for  five  year 
periods. 

Grade  D 

1.  High  school  graduation,  plus 

Six  credits  in  summer  library 

course,  or  approved  training 
class,  plus 

Three  years  of  experience  in  a 
certified  library. 

Certification  valid  for  five  years 
and  renewable  only  upon  rec- 
ommendation. 

Note  1.  Beginning  in  1937,  profes- 
sional credits  will  be  accept- 
ed only  from  library  schools 
approved  by  the  A.L.A. 
Board  of  Education  for 
Librarianship,  and  from  sum- 
mer library  courses  and  train- 
ing classes  approved  by  the 
Certification  Board. 

Note  2.  For  the  candidate  who  can- 
not meet  experience  require- 
ments, provisional  certifica- 
tion may  be  made. 


Note  3.  All  present  library  workers 
are  invited  to  make  applica- 
tion for  certification.  Those 
who  apply  before  January  1, 
1939,  and  who  lack  formal 
library  training  shall  receive 
certification  on  the  basis  of 
their  experience.  Two  years 
of  approved  experience  shall 
be  considered  equivalent  to  a 
summer  library  course  with 
six  credits,  or  a six  months’ 
training  class. 

Note  4.  All  suggested  changes  in  the 
plan  for  voluntary  certifica- 
tion shall  be  placed  before 
the  Committee  on  Standards 
and  Certification  and  shall 
be  reported  by  that  commit- 
tee with  favorable  or  unfa- 
vorable recommendations  to 
the  Association  at  its  annual 
meeting.  Printed  copies  of  all 
such  proposed  amendments 
shall  be  mailed  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Association  at  least 
sixty  days  prior  to  the  annual 
meeting. 

Explanation  of  Terms  Used 

Responsible  position — That  of  head 
librarian,  assistant  librarian,  head 
of  department  or  branch,  a special- 
ist, eg.  cataloguer,  senior  assistant, 
and  children’s  librarian  in  a library 
area  of  10,000  or  more  population. 

Approved  position — That  of  a gen- 
eral assistant  in  order,  reference, 
periodical  or  circulation  work  in 
the  adult  or  juvenile  departments, 
or  librarian  in  a smaller  commu- 
nity. 

Certified  library — A certified  library 
is  one  approved  for  experience  by 
the  Certification  Board. 


GRADE  SHEET  FOR  LIBRARIES 


19 


* 2 


o ® 
f-H  U 
f O 


m 

, s ^ 


« © © 


fe  _ 

"lO  o> 


«Sg 

©°l 


To® 
Qo  ^ 

w©  C> 

— o® 

^ H eo 


o©g 

w©  ® 


• o 
"©  © 


n,  £ © 


^2  * 

«s$ 

s-g 

“»  a 


• S g 

J-Sl 

b ® g 


io  io 

ro  io  \ \io  * vo 

l-H  i-H  CM 


IO  IO 

co  io  WiO  * in 
— < T-  CM 


io  io 

co  m wm  * vo 
hhCvJ 


SOI  lO  1-0 

~\iO  WiO  •*  »o 

r-H  t— H t— i CM 


io  Vf1 

►XiL}  wm  * o 

*-»  <M 


^”2 


in  in 
Wm  * 
-<  CN 


m 


in  m 


s»  in  1 

>X“J  s\m  * m 

i—l  i—*  (N 


— < in 


« 

4-1 

‘5. 

rj  -j 

o -- 


in  in 
Wm  * 
1-.  CN 


C 

o 


in 


cn  o 

in  N-  i—i  CN 

vm  \m  i I o o in 

i— i -i  n-  m I—  N- 


CN  O 

in  N-  i—i  CN 
.m  \in  i i o ^ in 


i—i  t'-  m 


cn  o 

in  N-  i—i  CN 
\m  \m  | | o o m 
i—  —<  in  I-*  N* 


CN  O 

in  N-  i— ' CN 

\in  \in  | | o o in 

—4  t— i m 1—  -t- 


O 

in  N-  O CN 

\m  \in  l I o m in 
1-4  -h  n-  in  1-4  ro 


o 

in  Tf  vo  cn 

\m  \m 


1 I o 
'r  >n  n 


in  N- 


m 


in  N- 
\in  \m 


2cn 
I o 
m —4 


o 

O CN 
I I O 
m m i—i 


t> *3 


o S >i  =» 

§ a u — , 

CQ 


u bfi 

tc  .• *2  o 

A ~o  w 

2 qj  4-1 

2 I-  as 

C u u 


c 

o 

*2  5 

<L>  P 
V-1  u 
u u 


u 


c 

o 

c a 
^ .2 
3 tj 

-O  <G 
c* 


5 p 


IO  to 

co 


IO  IO 
CO 


O io 

CO 


c cx 

.2  a 


m 


tw 


o 

O m 

tW- 


o 

O m 
tW- 


tW- 


o 

o 

1-^ 

tw’-’ 


o 

o 

T“4 

tw- 


in 


tw- 


in 


tw- 


O Q 

22° 

CM  IO 


8S 

o ci>  2 

cn  m 


S3 

^2 

CN  m 


S3 

o <i  2 

CN  m, 


o o 
m md 
I I o 

O O 11 

cn  m 


o o 

m vp 

l 7 o 

O O 11 
cn  m 


O Q 

0 0-1 
CN  in 


c 

"S  "■o 

u > ‘ 

Vi  3 . . 
o i <J 


<4 

Vh 


a % 

S^.tj 

'TS  - 

QJ  tyi  „ a;  « - 

^ -a^ ^ c 

q-> 


- « v u 

0.0,0 


° 3 


u, 
o 

a 

U i5  4-1  ^ 

» S'S.’S  & 2 

m 


•j;  sc 

. in  -- 


C <J  O 


l-< 

JS^ 
8 b 


in 

CN 


o m 

O CN 


o m 

O CN 


i m 
CN 


O m 
O CN 


m 

CN 


O in 
O CN 


o in 
O CN 


T3 

U 

tn 


U C >1 


t ^ 


20 


REFERENCE  SESSION  FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  22 
Topics  for  Discussion 


BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS 

for  the  Reference  rooms 

1.  New  and  indispensable  reference 
tools — to  be  named. 

Sources  of  information.  Sugges- 
tions from  librarians  present. 

2.  Reference  tools  not  published  but 
needed  ? 

Index  to  U.  S.  News. 

Cyclopedia  of  Careers. 

3.  Keeping  up  with  State  and  Na- 
tional legislation. 

4.  Use  of  “Vertical  File  Service.” 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Inter-library  advice 

1.  To  what  extent  is  it  reasonable  for 
the  smaller  libraries  which  have 
no  specialists  on  the  staff  to  call 
upon  the  specialists  of  the  great 
libraries  for  advice? 

To  what  extent  should  such  aid 
be  asked  for  outside  of  the  re- 
questing library’s  own  state? 

It  is  practical  at  this  meeting  to 
record  for  publication  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Notes  the 
names  of  the  libraries  which  are 
willing  to  be  called  upon  for  ad- 
vice in  questions  pertaining  to 
technology,  drama,  art,  etc. 
Co-operative  buying  and  using 

2.  Many,  perhaps  most,  of  the  small- 
er libraries  cannot  buy  and  only 
occasionally  need  the  newer  in- 
dexes put  out  by  the  H.  W.  Wil- 
son Co.  Would  it  be  possible  at 
this  meeting  to  record  the  names 
of  libraries  possessing  or  willing 
to  buy  one  of  the  following  in- 
dexes and  also  willing  to  copy  ref- 
erences from  them  at  intervals  for 
other  libraries  in  the  group  will- 
ing to  do  the  same  thing  from  in- 
dexes bought  by  them: 


Children’s  Song  Index 
Costume  Index 
Educational  Film  Catalog 
Library  Literature 
Motion  Picture  Review  Digest 
Union  List  of  Newspapers 
Co-operation  Among  Cataloging, 
Circulation  and  Reference 
Departments 

3.  A discussion  of  how  much  refer- 
ence work  can  be  done  from  the 
loan  desk.  This  point  involves  a 
definite  policy  of  the  type  of  work- 
er placed  at  that  desk. 

4.  Co-operation  in  the  larger  libra- 
ries between  the  reference  and  cir- 
culation departments. 

5.  Individual  service. 

How  best  to  preserve  the  balance 
between  service  to  the  individual 
and  to  the  room  in  general. 

6.  Reference  Service  to  the  business 
man. 

7.  Selective  ordering  of  Reference 
books. 

At  the  luncheon  meeting  Miss 
Margaret  Jackson,  The  Hoyt  Libra- 
ry, Kingston,  led  the  discussion.  The 
topics  had  been  supplied  by  thirteen 
co-operating  libraries.  The  emphasis 
laid  by  these  libraries  was  upon  the 
need  for  cooperation  among  reference 
librarians,  — libraries  using  each 
other’s  special  collections  to  answer 
special  questions.  Tools,  new  and  in- 
dispensable to  all  but  the  smallest 
libraries,  were  exhibited  and  comment- 
ed upon.  A need  for  more  centralized 
information  on  “Careers”  was  ex- 
pressed. The  value  of  a pamphlet  col- 
lection suited  to  the  needs  of  each 
community  was  discussed  and  means 
of  obtaining  pamphlets  enumerated. 
Accuracy,  breadth  of  interest  and 
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reading,  sympathetic  understanding  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  exact  stating  of 
a problem  by  a reader  were  given  as 
the  requisites  of  a reference  librarian. 
Granted  these  and  the  determination 
never  to  fail  to  obtain  an  answer  to  a 
need,  the  speaker  believed  that  refer- 
ence work  would  be  found  by  many 
professional  workers  to  be  the  most 
interesting  obtainable. 


Catalog  Section 

The  Catalog  Section  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Library  Association,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Beverley  Ruffin, 
Catalogue  Librarian  of  The  Pennsyl- 
vania State  College  Library,  held  its 
second  annual  meeting  at  York  on 
October  22,  1937.  The  general  sub- 
ject under  discussion  was  the  trend  of 
the  science  of  cataloging  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Maurice  Tauber,  Catalog  Li- 
brarian of  the  Sullivan  Memorial 
Library,  Temple  University,  reported 
on  the  change  in  his  library  from  the 
Dewey  to  the  Library  of  Congress 
classification.  Mr.  Tauber  also  com- 
mented on  the  Philadelphia  Union 
Catalog  and  other  developments  in  the 
city  of  interest  to  catalogers,  includ- 


ing the  organization  of  the  catalogers 
in  Philadelphia  into  an  independent 
local  group. 

Other  projects  of  interest  to  cata- 
logers such  as  union  lists  of  serials 
were  discussed. 

Miss  Evelyn  Matthews  of  the  State 
Library  gave  a resume  of  opportuni- 
ties for  the  training  of  catalogers  in 
the  state.  Aside  from  the  regular 
training  at  Carnegie  Library  School 
and  at  Drexel  Institute,  training  in 
cataloging  is  given  at  Millersville  and 
Kutztown  State  Teachers’  Colleges 
Temple  University,  Grove  City  Col- 
lege, Villanova  College  and  The 
Pennsylvania  State  College  Summei 
Session. 

The  subject  of  the  organization  of 
a Pennsylvania  Regional  Group  of 
catalogers  to  be  affiliated  with  the 
American  Library  Association  was 
discussed.  No  action  was  taken.  Hope 
was  expressed  that  a list  of  the  cata- 
logers of  this  state  might  be  compiled 
and  plans  for  its  accomplishment 
were  discussed. 

Maurice  Tauber  of  Temple  Uni- 
versity was  elected  chairman,  and 
Olive  Smith  of  The  Pennsylvania 
State  College  Library,  secretary  of 
the  Section  for  1937-1938. 


COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  SECTION 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  UNION  LIST  OF  SERIALS 
FOR  COLLEGES  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 


Part  1 

Your  Committee  has  looked  into 
the  feasibility  of  a “Union  List  of 
Serials”  for  those  smaller  colleges  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  not  includ- 
ed in  the  “Union  List  of  Serials”  pub- 
lished by  the  Wilson  Company. 

It  is  the  majority  opinion  of  the 
Committee  that  the  proposed  new  edi- 
tion of  the  “Union  List”  of  the  Wil- 


son Company  will  not  sufficiently 
meet  the  needs  of  the  smaller  college 
library;  that  neither  the  basis  of  in- 
clusion of  libraries’  holdings  will  sat- 
isfy the  smaller  college  librarian,  nor 
will  the  cost  of  the  “Union  List”  even 
on  a service  basis  be  within  the  reach 
of  the  smaller  library. 

We  therefore  recommend:  First 
that  the  section  consider  the  advis- 
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ability  of  subsidizing  a state  list — the 
amount  of  subsidy  to  be  determined 
after  a thorough  study  of  the  situa- 
tion is  made. 

Second : That  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  begin  at  once  on  the  com- 
pilation of  such  a list. 

Part  2 

The  second  matter  in  hand  is  the 
consideration  of  the  libraries  to  be 
represented  in  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
Union  List  of  Serials.  Mr.  Donald 
B.  Gilchrist,  now  the  Chairman  of 


the  advisory  committee  on  the  Union 
List  of  Serials  of  the  A.L.A.,  asks 
the  P.L.A.  to  suggest  such  a list. 

We  recommend  that  a committee  of 
public  and  college  librarians  be  ap- 
pointed to  suggest  the  list  of  libraries 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  which 
should  be  included  in  the  Union  List 
of  Serials. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Alice  Hansen 
Miss  Catherine  Stokes 
Mr.  Herbert  Anstaett 
Miss  Miriam  Grosh 


PENNSYLVANIA  JUNIOR  MEMBERS’  ROUND  TABLE 


The  third  meeting  of  the  Junior 
Members  Round  Table  was  held  at 
the  Yorktowne  Hotel,  York,  Penna., 
October  23,  1937. 

Miss  Sarah  Fenwick  of  the  Oster- 
hout  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  presided 
in  the  absence  of  Miss  Mary  Klove, 
chairman. 

Mr.  James  E.  Bryan,  Librarian, 
Easton  Public  Library,  reported  on 
the  A.L.A.  Retirement  Plan  and 
urged  Junior  Members  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  opportunity  before  the 
rates  are  increased  in  April,  1938. 

Mr.  Willard  A.  Heaps,  Librarian, 
Kutztown  State  Teachers’  College, 
reported  on  the  Junior  Meetings  held 
at  the  A.L.A.  Midwinter  Conference 
in  Chicago  and  the  A.L.A.  Spring 
Meeting  in  New  York.  Mr.  Heaps, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  Middle  At- 
lantic, A.L.A.  Junior  Members 
Group,  asked  the  cooperation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Juniors  in  preparing 
material  to  be  used  in  the  Juniors’ 
Section  of  the  Wilson  Bulletin. 


It  was  voted  to  ask  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association  to  appoint  a Senior  Ad- 
visor to  assist  the  Junior  Group. 

The  project  passed  on  for  the  com- 
ing year,  1937-1938,  is  the  compila- 
tion of  a complete  list  of  the  names 
of  all  persons  actively  engaged  in 
library  work  in  the  State  who  are 
under  thirty-five  years  of  age.  This 
list  is  to  be  used  in  a membership 
campaign  for  the  group  and  is  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  P.L.A.  Member- 
ship Committee  for  their  informa- 
tion. 

The  following  officers  were  elect- 
ed for  the  coming  year: 

Chairman:  Willard  A.  Heaps, 

State  Teachers’  College,  Kutztown, 
Penna. 

Secretary-Treasurer:  Marion  De- 
Leon, Hoyt  Library,  Kingston, 
Penna. 
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FEDERAL  HISTORICAL  RECORDS  SURVEY 


I hold  the  position  of  Editor  of 
Manuscripts  for  the  Federal  Histor- 
ical Records  Survey  in  Pennsylvania. 
This  Survey  is  a W.P.A.  Project.  For 
more  than  a year  we  have  been  pur- 
suing, under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Karl 
Goedecke,  State  Director,  a definite 
goal — the  preparation  and  consequent 
publication  of  complete  general  cata- 
logues for  the  vast  wealth  of  manu- 
scripts, maps,  newspapers,  church 
records,  and  civil  records  in  Pennsyl- 
vania depositories.  This  is  a tremen- 
dous order,  and  I should  like  to  ex- 
plain very  briefly  our  achievements 
and  the  discipline  to  which  we  are 
perforce  adhering  in  order  to  produce 
something  of  more  than  ephemeral 
value. 

In  these  activities  we  are  accom- 
panied by  branches  of  the  Federal 
Historical  Records  Survey  in  all  of 
the  other  47  states — some  of  them 
more  advanced  than  we,  others  still 
in  their  infancy — but  all  of  them  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther  H. 
Evans,  formerly  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity. 

The  Federal  Historical  Records 
Survey,  through  its  connection  with 
the  Works  Progress  Administration, 
is  a part  of  the  relief  program  of  the 
United  States.  I am  not  here  to  plead 
the  case  for  government  relief  in  prin- 
ciple, but  only  to  explain  the  facts 
about  this  particular  project,  whose 
objectives  are  so  clearly  in  the  realm 
of  the  members  of  this  Association. 
Nevertheless,  you  have  a right  to 
know  the  premises  upon  which  the 
Survey  functions.  Reduced  to  their 
simplest  terms,  they  may  be  expressed 
as  a syllogism.  We  believe,  first  that 
every  child  and  every  family  has  the 
right  to  food,  clothing,  shelter,  and 
education,  in  return  for  a reasonable 
productive  activity.  Secondly,  it  is 
clear  that  the  American  economic 


system  as  it  is  constituted  today  can- 
not provide  these  essentials  for  all 
such  persons,  industrious  though  they 
may  be,  without  state  assistance.  The 
responsibility  for  this  situation  can  be 
assessed  to  technological  unemploy- 
ment, natural  increase  of  employables 
(and,  incidentally,  we  are  adding 
500,000  every  year  to  the  total  num- 
ber of  employables),  and  the  inabil- 
ity of  industry  to  absorb  the  surplus 
into  new  lines  of  production.  If  these 
premises  are  correct,  it  follows  inev- 
itably that  State  assistance,  either  di- 
rect or  indirect,  is  necessary.  Certain- 
ly it  is  a reality  today.  And  insofar 
as  the  financial  aid  advanced  by  the 
National  Government  to  the  states 
and  localities  has  helped  to  hold  down 
already  heavy  civic  expenditures,  it 
has  made  less  extensive  the  reductions 
in  the  portion  of  those  expenditures 
allotted  to  tax-supported  cultural  in- 
stitutions. 

Although,  with  a payroll  of  210 
people,  the  Federal  Historical  Rec- 
ords Survey  of  Pennsylvania  is  a com- 
paratively small  project,  the  persons 
benefited  are  far  more  numerous  than 
the  actual  payroll  figures  show.  Our 
workers  are  supporting  491  depend- 
ents and  198  partial  dependents.  They 
are  to  be  found  in  all  of  the  42  coun- 
ties in  which  the  Survey  is  now  op- 
erating. They  have  come  to  us  with 
the  most  diversified  experiences  behind 
them.  Sixty-eight  per  cent  of  them  are 
American  born  of  American  born 
parentage  on  both  sides.  Of  this  solid 
American  heritage  they  are  proud  in 
a quiet  way.  May  I present  the  case 
of  a sixty-year-old  worker  in  one  of 
our  western  counties,  a former  inn- 
keeper, and  livestock  dealer.  In  writ- 
ing of  the  activities  of  his  ancestors 
in  the  region  he  said,  “Speaking  of 
the  log  courthouse  and  jail,  this  was 
built  for  King  George  of  England 
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as  this  was  some  years  before  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  and  (the  region),  a 
part  of  the  Virginia  Colony.  A part 
of  this  land  grant  has  been  held  con- 
tinually by  our  family  up  to  myself, 
who  lost  the  last  of  it  by  giving  too 
much  credit  at  a time  when  people 
were  hungry,  and  allowing  an  un- 
scrupulous attorney  to  steal  it.”  An- 
other instance  of  the  approbrium  tra- 
ditionally cast  upon  the  lawyer!  Only 
nine  persons  on  the  Survey  are  for- 
eign born,  and  their  antecedents  range 
all  the  way  from  the  daughter  of  a 
Prussian  merchant  ruined  by  the  Ger- 
man financial  collapse  of  1923  to  an 
English  Sergeant-major  who  served 
in  the  British  Army  throughout  the 
World  War. 

However,  the  question  which  really 
concerns  us,  and  which  you  are  doubt- 
less impatient  to  ask,  is  whether,  given 
this  material,  we  have  been  able  to 
fashion  a group  of  workers  with  re- 
spect for  historical  documents  and 
ability  to  assess  them  accurately.  No 
assembly  is  better  equipped  than  you 
to  realise  the  dangers  inherent  in  a 
poorly-done  job  of  cataloguing.  For 
one  thing,  if  errors  are  frequently  dis- 
covered, suspicion  is  cast  upon  even 
those  entries  which  may  be  correct. 
And,  worst  of  all,  a poor  job  tends  to 
discourage  the  eventual  undertaking 
of  a job  simply  by  reason  of  having 
been  done. 

In  England,  a number  of  years  ago, 
the  Historical  Manuscripts  Commis- 
sion began  a survey  of  the  innumer- 
able important  historical  manuscripts 
still  outside  of  great  depositories,  like 
the  British  Museum  and  the  Public 
Record  Office.  Although  its  scope 
was  by  no  means  as  great  as  that  of 
the  Federal  Historical  Records  Sur- 
vey, the  Commission  produced  work 
of  uneven  quality.  This  was  pointed 
out  to  me  by  Conyers  Read  when  I 
happened  to  be  engaged  in  a study 


of  certain  Elizabethan  Parliaments. 
Dr.  Read  has,  however,  seen  fit  to 
speak  very  favorably  of  the  Federal 
Historical  Records  Survey  in  the  name 
of  the  American  Historical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  Executive  Secre- 
tary. The  Survey  expects  to  justify 
his  confidence  by  the  accuracy  of  its 
catalogues  and  their  usefulness,  not 
only  to  the  historians,  antiquarians 
and  other  folk  who  plague  librarians, 
but  also  to  the  custodians  of  the  docu- 
ments themselves. 

In  order  to  embark  upon  a reliable 
survey,  attention  had  to  be  devoted 
to  both  the  people  at  the  top  and  the 
people  at  the  bottom.  In  so  technical 
a field  the  assistance  of  trained  experts 
and  scholars  was  imperative.  They 
were  secured,  and  at  editorial  head- 
quarters in  Philadelphia  they  handle 
every  piece  of  information  turned  in 
by  the  workers  in  the  depositories. 
Just  as  important  is  their  responsibil- 
ity for  making,  in  collaboration  with 
the  custodian,  a preliminary  survey 
of  every  depository  before  it  is  opened, 
so  that  the  workers  may  be  instructed 
how  to  proceed  in  the  local  situation. 

Many  pitfalls  had  to  be  avoided 
when  the  actual  workers  were  re- 
cruited. There  was  no  hope  of  having 
every  man  an  experienced  local  his- 
torian, title-searcher,  or  college  grad- 
uate. The  Survey  understood  this 
point  thoroughly  and  based  its  pro- 
gram upon  it.  But  if  it  could  not  ob- 
tain experts,  it  might  at  least  take  care 
to  select  people  with  certain  psycho- 
logical prepossessions  — to  be  exact, 
with  respect  for  the  written  word. 
Most  of  the  workers  on  the  Survey 
are  middle-aged.  In  this  respect  there 
is  no  deviation  from  national  statis- 
tics which  show  that  the  average  age 
of  workers  on  the  W.  P.  A.  is  eight 
years  above  the  average  of  workers  in 
private  industry.  Even  more  signifi- 
cant, however,  is  the  number  of  work- 


25 


ers  now  on  the  Survey  rolls  who  have 
had  clerical  experience  before  they 
were  forced  to  go  on  relief.  It  is  53 
per  cent. 

Maturity  and  clerical  experience 
constitute  only  a foundation,  of 
course.  Some  way  had  to  be  devised 
to  nullify  the  mistakes  to  which  lack 
of  academic  training  would  ordinarily 
lead.  The  Survey  drew  up  a complete 
set  of  instructions  for  each  phase  of 
the  Survey,  that  is,  for  manuscripts, 
maps,  newspapers,  church  records,  and 
civil  records.  The  purpose  was  to 
eliminate  the  subjective  element  as  far 
as  possible — to  rule  out  evaluations  on 
the  part  of  the  worker  and  transfer 
them  to  the  trained  editors,  who  are 
best  equipped  to  make  them.  By  way 
of  illustration,  our  workers  do  not 
flit  from  box  to  box,  sampling  here 
and  sampling  there.  They  examine 
every  item  carefully,  with  specific  in- 
structions to  represent  each  one  upon 
a calendar  slip,  which  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  editorial  office. 

Under  this  procedure,  the  Survey 
has  accomplished  some  work  of  yalue, 
both  to  scholars  in  general  and  to  the 
depositories  concerned.  The  first  pub- 
lication was  a Checklist  of  Philadel- 
phia Newspapers  in  Libraries  of 
Philadelphia.  Until  the  Survey  was 
granted  permission  to  examine  the 
manuscripts  in  its  possession,  the  Li- 
brary of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  no  calendar  of  the  items 
in  the  important  Porter  Collection. 
That  collection  is  comprised  of  legal 
opinions  concerning  cases  involving 
the  Second  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  the  1820’s  and  ’30’s,  and  is  par- 
ticularly noteworthy  for  numerous 
autograph  documents  and  letters  by 
such  men  as  Clay,  Webster,  Biddle, 
and  others.  Now  the  Survey  was  pri- 
marily interested  in  securing  the  data 
for  a short  entry  in  our  ultimate  cata- 
logue, but  in  order  to  distil  that  sum- 


mary each  item  was  examined  and  a 
calendar  slip  prepared  for  it.  Accord- 
ingly, it  was  a simple  matter  to  pro- 
vide the  University  Library  with  a 
duplicate  set  in  the  form  of  index 
cards,  which  they  are  now  substitut- 
ing for  the  single  old  card  in  the  Man- 
uscript Index,  upon  which  had  lain 
the  entire  burden  of  representing  this 
extremely  valuable  collection. 

Not  so  long  ago,  a professor  of  his- 
tory, who  is  engaged  in  preparing  a 
life  of  James  Buchanan,  was  glad  to 
secure  advance  word  that  certain  of 
the  extant  letters  of  his  subject  were 
to  be  found  in  the  Charles  Miner  Col- 
lection at  the  Wyoming  Historical 
and  Geological  Society  of  Wilkes- 
Barre.  In  such  fashion,  invaluable  ma- 
terial is  made  available  by  the  activi- 
ties of  a general  survey.  And  this,  we 
hope,  is  a presage  of  the  uses  to  which 
our  final  manuscript  catalogue  will  be 
put  by  scholars  in  Pennsylvania  and 
elsewhere. 

The  Survey  has  recently  entered 
into  another  field  which  should  be  of 
interest  to  members  of  your  Associa- 
tion. Concurrently  with  the  survey  of 
manuscripts,  we  are  undertaking  an 
inventory  of  early  American  imprints 
in  Pennsylvania.  No  state  is  richer  in 
eighteenth-century  books,  pamphlets, 
and  broadsides — and  many  of  them 
have  yet  to  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  scholarly  world.  Mr. 
Douglas  McMurtrie,  author  of  The 
History  of  Printing  in  America  and 
pre-eminent  authority  on  this  subject, 
is  cooperating  with  the  Survey  as  na- 
tional technical  advisor  and  general 
supervisor.  A prospectus  of  the  ob- 
jectives and  procedures  of  the  imprints 
inventory  has  been  drawn  up,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  present  a copy  this 
morning  to  any  one  who  may  be  in- 
terested in  the  enterprise. 

The  time  is  too  short  to  enlarge 
further  on  the  methodology  of  the 
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Survey  or  to  cite  other  examples  of  its 
usefulness.  If  I have  succeeded  in  con- 
veying a notion  of  the  integrity  and 
reliability  of  the  Survey,  you  might 
perhaps  be  interested  to  discover  ex- 
actly what  it  can  do  for  your  in- 
stitution. You  have  seen  why  the 
Survey  is  desirous  of  your  cooperation 
— why,  in  fact,  it  is  utterly  dependent 
upon  it.  There  is  then  the  question: 
can  the  Survey  be  of  direct  service  to 
you?  The  answer  is  that  the  Federal 
Historical  Records  Survey  has  been 
and  will  continue  to  be  only  too  hap- 
py to  help  you  prepare  a complete 
catalogue  of  any  manuscript  or  early 
American  imprint  collection  which 
you  may  have  been  anxious  to  under- 
take but  heretofore  have  not  had 
either  the  time  or  the  funds  to  initiate. 
Of  course  some  sequence  of  work  will 
have  to  be  observed,  but  the  Survey 
cannot  know  your  deserved  place  in 
it  unless  you  reveal  the  situation. 

Furthermore,  the  Survey  will  be 
glad  to  present  your  institution  with 
copies  of  all  our  catalogues  as  they 
are  published.  We  shall  soon  publish 
complete  inventories  of  the  county  and 
municipal  records  of  several  Pennsyl- 


vania counties.  If  you  care  to  have 
a copy  sent  to  your  institution,  please 
write  to  the  Federal  Historical  Rec- 
ords Survey.  The  address  may  be 
found  in  the  American  Imprints  pros- 
pectus which  can  be  obtained  from 
me  (after  adjournment  this  morning). 
Whatever  the  situation  in  your  insti- 
tution may  be,  the  Survey  will  wel- 
come all  inquiries,  and  any  informa- 
tion about  your  holdings  which  you 
may  choose  to  send  it.  In  fact,  we  sin- 
cerely hope  you  will  inform  us  about 
important  collections  which  you  feel 
to  be  deserving  of  greater  recognition 
in  the  scholarly  world.  Such  infor- 
mation will  enable  us  to  plot  the  fu- 
ture of  the  Survey  with  more  economy 
of  effort  and  richer  rewards.  I believe 
we  have  in  common  a responsibility 
to  the  students  of  Pennsylvania  his- 
tory and  culture.  If  we  can  cooperate 
in  this  enterprise,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  hope  that  they  may  be  presented 
with  the  guides  and  catalogues  for 
which  they  have  long  sought  arduous- 
ly, and  heretofore  in  vain. 

Address  delivered  before  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Association  at  its  York,  Pa.,  meet- 
ing: on  October  28,  1937,  by  Vincent  Confer, 
Editor  of  Manuscripts  and  Church  Becords 
for  the  Federal  Historical  Records  Survey. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  LIBRARY  FIELD 


Mr.  Ralph  Munn  stated  that  one 
of  the  most  important  news  items  of 
national  importance  was  the  decision 
of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company,  in  connection  with  the 
American  Library  Association  Re- 
tirement Plan.  The  existing  contract 
with  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company  expires  on  April  1st,  1938, 
and  will  not  be  renewed  upon  exist- 
ing terms.  As  the  present  plan  is  20% 
better  than  anything  offered  by  any 
group  insurance  plan  he  urged  any 
library  or  librarian  interested  at  all 


in  establishing  a Retirement  Plan  to 
act  as  soon  as  possible,  before  April 
1st,  1938. 

Mr.  Price  informed  the  Association 
of  the  resignation  of  Miss  Emma  R. 
Engle,  head  of  the  Children’s  work  in 
the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia. 
Miss  Katharine  Macllarney,  her  as- 
sistant, has  been  appointed  to  succeed 
her. 

Mr.  Price  also  reported  that 
through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  John 
F.  Lewis,  a printed  catalog  of  the 
Original  MMS.  in  the  John  F.  Lewis 
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Collection  is  now  available  and  in- 
vited librarians  interested  to  write  to 
him  for  information  on  how  to  secure 
a copy  of  the  catalog. 

Miss  Law,  Drexel  Library  School, 
rose  to  remark,  in  reply  to  a misap- 
prehension that  seemed  to  be  preva- 
lent, that  Drexel  Library  School  does 


admit  graduates  of  accredited  Teach- 
ers’ Colleges.  Miss  Kelly  added  that 
Carnegie  Library  School  also  admits 
graduates  of  schools  accredited  by  the 
American  Association  of  Teachers’ 
Colleges  and  the  Pennsylvania  State 
List  of  Accredited  Teachers’  Colleges. 


REPORT  ON  LIBRARIES  AND  LIBRARIANS 
IN  PENNSYLVANIA  DURING  1937 


In  the  short  time  allotted  to  me  I 
shall  attempt  to  give  a brief  review 
of  happenings  pertaining  to  libraries 
and  librarians  during  the  year  1937. 
The  following  libraries  were  organ- 
ized : 

Sayre  Public  Library,  Bradford 
County. 

Sunbury  Public  Library,  North- 
umberland County. 

Westlawn  Public  Library,  Berks 
County. 

Rouseville  Public  Library,  Venan- 
go County. 

Coaldale  Public  Library,  Schuylkill 
County. 

Collingdale  Public  Library,  Dela- 
ware County. 

Irwin  Public  Library,  Westmore- 
land County. 

Johnsonburg  Public  Library,  Elk 
County. 

Other  libraries  may  have  been  es- 
tablished, but  if  so  the  matter  has  not 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
State  Library  Extension  Division.  In 
addition  to  the  above  libraries,  travel- 
ing libraries  were  established  in  small- 
er places,  through  efforts  of  Women’s 
Clubs,  Parent  Teachers’  Associations, 
WPA  or  other  interested  groups  of 
people.  These  libraries  are  located  at 
Mifflinburg,  Shamokin,  New  Colum- 
bia, McKeansburg,  Forksville,  Del- 
mont,  LeContes  Mills,  Middleburg, 


Antrim,  Beach  Haven,  Gaines, 
Greensburg,  Hegins,  Jumonville, 
Lewisburg,  Perryville,  Lehighton, 
Perkasie,  Perulack,  McKeansburg, 
Overton,  Paxinos  and  Baldwin 
Township.  Among  the  libraries  now 
in  process  of  organization  are  those  at 
Bellefonte,  Clearfield,  Freeport,  Traf- 
ford,  Spring  Grove. 

Two  new  County  Libraries  have 
been  added  to  those  already  receiv- 
ing State  Aid: 

Indiana,  Indiana  County. 

Stroudsburg,  Monroe  County. 

A few  others  are  definitely  inter- 
ested in  the  County  Library  plan.  On 
November  2nd  the  voters  of  Cameron 
County  voted  favorably  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  a County  Library.  In  the 
near  future  it  is  expected  that  a Coun- 
ty Library  will  be  established  at  Belle- 
fonte, Center  County,  and  at  Hones- 
dale,  Wayne  County.  A movement  is 
on  foot  for  the  establishment  of  a 
County  Library  in  Whitford,  near 
West  Chester,  Chester  County,  and  at 
Norristown  in  Montgomery  County. 

Libraries  which  have  been  fortu- 
nate in  acquiring  new  buildings  this 
year  are: 

Franklin  & Marshall  College,  Lan- 
caster, which  has  acquired  a beautiful 
building  which  cost  $250,000,  the  gift 
of  Dr.  D.  B.  Fackenthal,  Jr. 
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Lacey ville  has  just  moved  into  a 
most  attractive  building  erected  by 
the  efforts  of  the  townspeople  and 
the  PWA. 

Freeport,  one  of  the  libraries  now 
being  organized,  is  remodeling  a 
building  for  a library. 

Gifts  and  bequests  to  libraries  in 
the  past  year  which  have  come  to  our 
notice  include: 

A house  and  grounds  in  Clearfield 
County,  together  with  a substantial 
endowment,  a bequest  from  Miss  Ella 
C.  Shaw. 

A bequest  to  Waynesboro  of  a 
house  and  grounds  for  a library  build- 
ing from  Miss  Belle  Stridden 

A bequest  of  $1,000  to  Somerset 
Public  Library  from  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Scull. 

A bequest  of  a collection  of  rare 
books,  valued  at  $10,000,  from  the 
collection  of  Edward  D.  Frohman,  to 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Personnel  changes  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  world  include : 

Appointments: 

Miss  Martha  S.  Dodson,  Libra- 
rian, Sunbury. 

Miss  Anne  Muhlenberg,  Chil- 
dren’s Librarian,  Wyomissing. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Sampson,  Libra- 
rian, Susquehanna  County  Library', 
Montrose. 

Miss  Hester  Hoffman,  Librarian, 
Susquehanna  University  Library,  Sel- 
insgrove. 

Miss  Rachael  Davies,  Librarian, 
Sharon. 

Miss  Ellen  Sholten,  Branch  Libra- 
rian, Reading. 

Miss  Rose  McCandless,  Librarian, 
Vandergrift. 

Miss  Katherine  Keppelman,  Jr. 
High  School  Librarian,  Reading. 

Mr.  Willis  E.  Ramsay,  Librarian, 
Extension  Division,  State  Library. 


Colonel  H.  W.  Shoemaker,  Libra- 
rian, Archives  Division,  State  Li- 
brary. 

Miss  Mary  G.  Stevenson,  Assistant 
Director,  State  Library. 

Deaths  among  librarians  include: 

Miss  Eleanor  Carver,  Librarian, 
Sharon. 

Miss  Fannie  Bunnell,  Librarian, 
Montrose. 

Miss  Mabel  Brubaker,  Children’s 
Librarian,  Wyomissing. 

Miss  Murle  Bryan,  Librarian, 
Greensburg. 

Miss  Lillie  Wilson,  Branch  Libra- 
rian, Reading. 

Miss  Jennie  MacKenzie,  Libra- 
rian, Vandergrift. 

Deaths  among  Library  Trustees  in- 
clude: 

Mr.  William  C.  Pentz,  Founder  & 
President,  Dubois. 

Mrs.  Dudley  Bartlett,  Founder  & 
Trustee,  Ardmore. 

Mr.  Kingsley  Montgomery,  Treas. 
& Trustee,  Crozer  Library,  Chester. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Ryan,  Trustee,  Ha- 
verford  Twp.  Library. 

McClellan  Leonard,  Founder  & 
President,  Uniontown. 

Dr.  I.  Harvey  Brumbaugh,  Found- 
er & President,  Huntingdon. 

A Library  School  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Villanova  College,  which  is 
authorized  to  give  18  credits  in  Li- 
brary Science  leading  to  a School  Li- 
brarian’s certificate.  The  erection  of 
a new  library  building  at  a cost  of 
$300,000  is  being  planned  by  Villa- 
nova  College.  Misericordia  College 
has  established  a Library  School  of- 
fering 18  credit  hours  for  the  train- 
ing of  school  librarians.  Marywood 
College,  Scranton,  has  been  author- 
ized by  the  State  to  grant  the  De- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Library 
Science.  The  granting  of  this  degree 
has  been  deferred  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  scholastic  year  1938-39. 
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The  curriculum  for  this  course  as  ap- 
proved by  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Council  of  Education  is  the  Library 
course  of  30  hours.  For  sometime  past 
Marywood  College  has  offered 
courses  in  Library  Science  totaling  18 
hours.  Upon  the  completion  of  these 
courses  a school  librarian’s  certificate 
was  granted.  Pennsylvania  State  Col- 
lege during  the  summer  of  1937  had 
a larger  enrollment  in  the  Summer 
Library  School  than  at  any  time  in  its 
history.  Among  the  instructors  on  the 
staff  was  Miss  Evelyn  Matthews,  As- 
sistant Extension  Librarian  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Library. 

The  collection  of  historical  data  by 
WPA  in  the  libraries  of  several  of 
our  larger  cities  has  made  possible  a 
new  field  of  activity  in  some  of  these 
libraries,  and  is  also  a step  toward 
regional  planning  in  bringing  together 
much  scattered  material.  Research 
workers  are  quick  to  appreciate  this 
service.  The  results  of  summer  read- 
ing clubs  in  a number  of  places  have 
gone  beyond  the  fondest  hopes  of  the 
librarian.  These  clubs  offer  a splen- 
did opportunity  for  librarians  to  not 
only  keep  the  interest  of  youth  in 
reading  during  the  vacation  period, 
but  more  important,  it  gives  an  op- 
portunity to  guide  that  reading.  Suc- 
cessful drives  of  various  kinds  have 
been  made : to  add  to  book  collections, 
raise  funds  for  special  purposes,  or  ex- 
tend the  work  of  the  libraries  into 
hospitals,  schools  and  neighboring 
places.  Memorial  bookshelves  are  de- 
veloping everywhere.  Many  reports 
have  been  made  of  the  renovation  of 
library  buildings,  repairs  to  facilitate 
working  conditions,  painting  of  build- 
ings inside  and  out,  and  in  some 
places  new  quarters. 

During  the  past  year  the  sum  of 
$100,000  was  appropriated  by  the 
State  Legislature  for  libraries  affected 
by  the  1936  Flood.  We  are  happy  to 


say  that  this  money  was  very  well 
used  and  was  of  great  assistance  to  li- 
braries which  would  not  have  been 
able  to  carry  on  had  not  the  Legisla- 
ture made  this  grant.  We  are  pleased 
to  report  that  the  librarians  of  16  li- 
braries affected  by  the  1936  flood 
showed  much  gratitude  for  the  serv- 
ice rendered  by  the  State  Library  in 
the  careful  distribution  of  this  fund. 

Friends  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association,  we  are  sorry  to  report 
that  there  was  no  increased  appropria- 
tion made  by  the  State  Legislature  for 
the  1937-39  Biennium,  except  an 
additional  $11,000  which  was  appro- 
priated to  carry  on  the  work  of  es- 
tablishing and  maintaining  county  li- 
braries, making  a total  of  $28,000  for 
county  library  work.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  is  surely  not  at  the  top 
of  the  list  in  library  appropriations. 
As  Director  of  the  State  Library,  I 
appeal  to  all  the  librarians  and  all 
friends  of  the  libraries  throughout  the 
State  to  do  everything  possible  to  urge 
the  Legislators  of  the  State  to  become 
more  library-conscious  and  have  them 
appropriate  much  larger  sums  for 
State  Library  work  than  have  been 
appropriated  in  the  past.  We  realize 
that  we  are  not  living  in  a day  of 
great  wealth,  but  we  also  know  that 
money  has  been  appropriated  to  other 
departments  which  do  not  serve  the 
people  in  a better  way  than  does  the 
State  Library.  The  State  Library  is 
your  library;  the  greater  the  number 
of  books  in  the  State  Library  the  more 
will  your  library  benefit.  We  trust 
that  when  we  meet  again  next  year 
that  the  Legislators  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  will  have  come  to  a re- 
alization of  what  library  work  really 
is  and  what  the  demands  of  Adult 
Education  are,  and  that  they  will  ap- 
propriate a sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  carry  on  a worthwhile  library  pro- 
gram that  will  be  a credit  to  the  State 
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and  render  proper  service  to  our 
people. 

During  the  two  years  that  I have 
been  Director  of  the  State  Library 
and  Museum  I have  made  a study  of 
the  work  done  by  libraries  and  libra- 
rians. Equipment,  tools  and  technique 
are  very  necessary  in  practically  all 
kinds  of  work,  and  especially  in  li- 
brary work,  but  more  tools  are  nec- 
essary. The  most  effective  work  in 
the  library  can  be  done  by  whole- 
hearted cooperation  on  the  part  of  the 
librarians.  A study  of  the  desires  of 
visitors  who  do  not  know  what  they 
want,  but  often  come  in  the  library 
to  find  a place  of  rest,  refuge  and 
recreation,  is  important.  An  under- 
standing librarian  can  do  much  to  cre- 
ate an  interest  in  the  proper  type  of 
reading  among  such  readers.  The 
teacher  and  student  frequently  know 

REPORTS  OF 

President’s  Report 

To  the  Members  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

I wish  to  thank  the  officers,  com- 
mittee chairmen,  and  committee  mem- 
bers of  our  Association  for  their  able 
assistance,  which  has  made  possible 
all  accomplishments  of  the  year. 

I would  report  to  the  Association 
Membership  that  the  following  mat- 
ters were  given  careful  consideration 
during  the  past  year  and  will  call  for 
further  consideration  during  the  en- 
suing year:  the  relationship  of  the  li- 
braries of  the  State  to  the  plans  and 
program  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Association  for  Adult  Education ; to 
the  library  interests  and  activities  of 
the  N.Y.A.  and  other  new  programs 
of  youth  and  adult  education ; our 
professional  cooperation  with  the 
State  Library;  the  possibilities  of  a 
regional  library  meeting  in  1938,  of 


what  they  want  before  they  come  to 
the  library,  but  many  other  library 
visitors  need  the  cooperation  and  en- 
couragement that  can  be  given  by 
such  a fine  group  as  comprise  the 
members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  certification 
and  the  improved  library  standards 
that  have  been  advocated  by  this  As- 
sociation will  bring  into  our  midst 
librarians  who  are  qualified  by  train- 
ing in  library  technique,  but  most  of 
all  librarians  who  will  truthfully  per- 
form their  services,  keeping  in  mind 
that  cooperation  and  human  under- 
standing will  do  a great  deal  to  de- 
velop the  permanency  of  libraries  and 
create  a desire  for  more  and  better 
reading. 

Joseph  L.  Rafter,  Director 

State  Library  and  Museum 


COMMITTEES 

Pennsylvania  and  its  neighboring 
States,  and  of  continued  interest  in 
Standards  and  Certification  as  ap- 
plied to  the  public  libraries  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Special  Association  activities  of  the 
year  were:  the  publication  of  the 
“History  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Library”  by  Robert  P.  Bliss,  and  the 
reprinting  of  the  Program  of  Stand- 
ards and  Certification  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania Library  and  Museum  Notes. 
We  are  much  indebted  to  this  publi- 
cation for  keeping  our  libraries  in 
touch  with  each  other  and  with  li- 
brary developments  of  common  inter- 
est. A “News  Letter”  and  “Prelimi- 
nary Program”  of  the  York  meeting 
were  mailed  to  our  entire  membership 
list. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harold  A.  Wooster 
President. 
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Committee  on  Constitution 
Sesquicentennial 

September  17,  the  date  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Federal  Constitution 
by  the  Constitutional  Convention  in 
Philadelphia,  has  been  widely  cele- 
brated through  the  instigation  of  the 
Federal  Commission  for  commemora- 
tion, directed  by  Hon.  Sol  Bloom. 
This  day  marked  only  the  beginning 
of  the  whole  celebration  which  is 
planned  to  continue  through  the  next 
year  and  a half  until  the  grand  cli- 
max in  the  Sesqui-centennial  of 
Washington’s  Inauguration,  April, 
1939. 

Consequently,  for  librarians  also, 
the  work  is  just  started  and  your 
committee  has  aimed  at  supplying 
suggestions  for  meeting  the  general 
demand  upon  our  resources  until 
April,  1939. 

The  report  of  the  committee  for 
last  year,  published  in  “Pennsylvania 
Library  and  Museum  Notes,”  Janu- 
ary, 1937,  was  an  outline  of  the  li- 
braries’ opportunity  in  collecting  ma- 
terial and  using  it  in  cooperation  with 
schools,  the  general  public  and  spe- 
cial organizations.  This  outline  cov- 
ered the  general  printed  material  and 
such  exhibits  on  the  period  of  ratifi- 
cation as  the  libraries  might  be  able 
to  make.  The  report  also  had  sugges- 
tions for  lectures  and  publicity. 

A summary  of  the  plans  of  Federal 
and  State  Commissions,  with  a brief 
list  of  available  publications,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  “News  Letter”  of  the 
Library  Round  Table  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Council  of  School  Librarians 
in  May,  1937. 

In  both  reports,  the  triple  aim  of 
libraries  was  stressed : ( 1 ) the  collec- 
tion of  material  for  reading  and  study 
and  its  distribution;  (2)  the  exhibi- 
tion of  material  and  publicity  con- 
nected therewith ; ( 3 ) cooperation 
with  other  agencies.  But  we  must  re- 


member that  we  tread  a danger  line 
if  we  attempt  any  interpretation.  Our 
province  is  informative;  to  help  in  an 
historical  observance — we  are  public 
servants,  not  independent  agents. 

As  a foundation  to  the  bibliography 
of  available  material  with  which  to 
meet  requests  for  speakers,  programs, 
dramatics,  etc.,  permission  was  secured 
from  Miss  Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine 
and  the  American  Library  Association 
to  assemble  in  a straight  list  the  refer- 
ences in  her  “Anniversaries  and  Holi- 
days.” While  the  larger  libraries  have 
access  to  the  book,  many  of  our  active 
small  libraries  may  not.  In  its  explicit 
form,  the  list  will,  we  hope,  be  more 
easily  used  in  the  often  hurried  need 
for  sources. 

As  an  addition  to  this  valuable  list, 
an  effort  has  been  made  to  locate  and 
add  items  published  officially  for  this 
occasion. 

The  various  departments  of  the 
Federal  Commission  have  been  most 
helpful  and  generous  in  sending  in* 
formation  and  material.  The  Penn- 
sylvania Constitution  Commemora- 
tion Committee,  started  more  recent- 
ly, has  taken  general  interest  and 
promises  material  help  soon.  The 
Philadelphia  Committee,  through  the 
office  of  Mayor  S.  Davis  Wilson,  has 
also  generously  sent  samples  of  pro- 
grams and  souvenirs  of  its  elaborate 
celebrations. 

Examples  of  most  of  this  material 
have  been  placed  on  exhibit  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association 
Conference  in  York,  through  the 
careful  cooperation  of  Miss  Kather- 
ine Shorey.  It  is  hoped  the  bibliog- 
raphy and  the  exhibit  material  may 
prove  helpful  to  the  librarians 
throughout  the  State. 

Congressman  Bloom  writes,  “We 
are  glad  to  assist  you,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Exhibits  relating 
to  the  Sesquicentennial  of  the  Con- 
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stitution,  at  the  Conference  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association  at 
York,  Pennsylvania,  October  21-24. 
Mrs.  Wood,  a member  of  our  staff, 
will  be  present  with  the  Shrine  of 
the  Constitution,  Portraits  of  Signers, 
Broadsides,  and  other  material  issued 
by  the  United  States  Constitution 
Sesquicentennial  Commission.  To  the 
Librarians  of  Pennsylvania  we  ex- 
tend best  wishes  for  the  success  of 
their  Conference.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
assist  them  in  preparing  for  the  ob- 
servance of  Ratification  Day,  which 
Pennsylvania  will  celebrate  on  De- 
cember 12,  1937.”  . . . Should  indi- 
viduals wish  aid  they  should  write  to 
him,  and  their  request  will  be  put 
into  the  proper  hands. 

A further  source  of  help  is  the 
ever-interested  State  Library.  Al- 
though their  available  material  is 
limited,  both  Dr.  Rafter  and  Miss 
Stevens  offer  full  cooperation,  and 
those  having  opportunity  to  use  the 
State  collections  in  that  Library  will 
find  considerable  valuable  material. 
This  material  can  be  consulted.  It 
cannot  be  borrowed. 

The  extensive  material  of  perma- 
nent value,  which  the  celebrations 
will  bring  out,  includes,  first  of  all, 
collections  and  lists  of  original  manu- 
scripts and  documents.  Of  these  the 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
has  a rare  collection.  It  has  published 
a valuable  catalogue. 

Mr.  Julian  P.  Boyd,  the  Librarian 
of  the  Society,  is  now  collecting  orig- 
inal publications,  newspaper  com- 
ments, rare  pamphlets,  etc.,  to  be 
brought  out  in  a Sesquicentennial  vol- 
ume similar  to  the  McMaster  and 
Stone  volume  of  the  Centennial.  The 
Society,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Franklin  Institute,  has  produced  an- 
other permanent  contribution  in  a 
Dramatization  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention of  1787,  based  upon  actual 


speeches  made  in  the  Convention  and 
upon  other  authentic  records.  This 
dramatization,  recorded  on  standard 
R.  C.  A.  records,  was  given  at  the 
Planetarium  demonstrations  during 
the  anniversary  months  of  the  Con- 
vention. The  text  is  being  mimeo- 
graphed by  the  Pennsylvania  Com- 
mittee and  will  be  made  available  for 
local  use.  Mr.  Devine  very  gener- 
ously has  sent  200  copies  for  distribu- 
tion at  this  meeting. 

The  Federal  Commission  has  ex- 
tensive plans  for  publications,  includ- 
ing photostats  of  broadsides  of  the  pe- 
riod, some  of  which  will  be  made 
public  later. 

The  material  immediately  available 
is,  therefore: 

Bibliography  for  distribution  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association 
meeting. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
Dramatization  of  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. Available  at  meeting  Penn- 
sylvania Library  and  Museum 
Notes,  January,  1937;  News  Letter, 
School  Librarians,  May,  1937. 

Material  to  be  written  for,  bought, 
or  consulted : 

United  States  Constitution  Sesqui- 
centennial Commission,  524  House 
Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pennsylvania  Committee,  Frank  L. 
Devine,  Secretary,  Pennsylvania 
Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
1300  Locust  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Catalogue. 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution National  Defense  Committee, 
Memorial  Continental  Hall,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Plays  and  programs. 

It  is  hoped  the  work  of  the  com- 
mittee may  prove  of  service  to  the  Li- 
brarians, whose  localities,  from  now 
on,  will  be  called  upon  for  local  cele- 
brations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Frances  Dorrance 
Caroline  Lauman 
Gladys  R.  Cranmer 
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UNITED  STATES  CONSTITUTION  RATIFICATION 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 

September  17,  1937-April  30,  1939 

A PARTIAL  BIBLIOGRAPHY* 


The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  adopted  1787. 

“It  was  framed  by  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  which  met  in 
Philadelphia  May  25,  1787,  and  ad- 
journed Sept.  17,  1787.  It  went  into 
effect  Mar.  4.  1789,  having  been  rat- 
ified by  eleven  of  the  thirteen  states, 
others  ratifying  it  Nov.  21,  1789,  and 
May  29,  1790,  respectively.” 

“The  Constitution  deserves  the 
veneration  with  which  the  Americans 
have  been  accustomed  to  regard  it 
. . . it  ranks  above  every  other  writ- 
ten constitution  for  the  intrinsic  ex- 
cellence of  its  scheme,  its  adaptation 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  people,  the 
simplicity,  brevity  and  precision  of  its 
language,  its  judicious  mixture  of  defi- 
niteness in  principle  with  elasticity  in 
details.” — Bryce.  American  Common- 
wealth. 

The  reading  of  the  Constitution  as 
a whole  or  in  part  is  the  first  thing 
to  consider  for  the  program.  In  clubs, 
schools,  classes  for  citizenship,  etc., 
the  day  can  well  be  observed  by  a 
study  of  the  document  itself,  and  the 
way  in  which  it  was  framed,  ratified, 
and  put  into  force. 

Ratification  Dates  for  the  Thirteen 
Original  States 

Connecticut,  Jan.  9,  1788. 

Delaware,  Dec.  7,  1787. 

Georgia,  Jan.  2,  1788. 

Maryland,  Apr.  28,  1788. 

Massachusetts,  Feb.  6,  1788. 

New  Hampshire,  June  21,  1788. 

New  Jersey,  Dec.  18,  1787. 

New  York,  July  26,  1788. 

North  Carolina,  Nov.  21,  1789. 

Pennsylvania,  Dec.  12,  1787. 


Rhode  Island,  May  29,  1790. 

South  Carolina,  May  23,  1788. 

Virginia,  June  26,  1788. 

Constitutional  Bibliography 

Programs 

Bemis,  K.  I.,  and  others.  Patriotic 
reader.  Houghton,  1917  (7-8). 

Bennett,  H.  B.,  and  Haniphy,  J. 
A.  ed.  Historical  readings.  Rand, 
1920.  (Presents  basic  steps  of  our 
history  and  has  good  biographical  and 
explanatory  notes.) 

Colorado.  Public  Instruction  Dept. 
Book  of  holidays.  2 v.  1914-15,  1915- 
16.  Denver,  pub.  by  the  Dept.  (Sec- 
tion for  Colorado  Day  will  be  sug- 
gestive for  other  state  days.) 

Long,  A.  W.  ed.  American  patri- 
otic prose.  Heath,  1917  (6-8). 

Stevens,  R.  D.,  and  Stevens,  D.  H. 
ed.  American  patriotic  prose  and 
verse.  McClurg,  1917  (4-8). 

Stevenson,  Burton  E.  comp.  Home 
book  of  verse  for  young  folks.  Holt, 
1915. 

Poems  of  American  His- 
tory, revised  edition,  pub.  1932. 
Houghton  Mifflin.  (See  chapter  “The 
New  Nation,”  pp.  269-274.) 

Webster,  H.  H.  The  nation’s  holi- 
days and  historic  anniversaries  (in  his 
Americanization  and  citizenship,  pp. 
88-127.  Houghton,  1919). 

‘Compiled  by  a special  committee  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association,  October, 
1937.  The  items  on  the  first  four  sheets 
are  from  "Anniversaries  and  Holidays,”  by 
Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine,  copyright,  1928. 
Permission  for  reproduction  granted  by  the 
author  and  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion. 

Frances  Dorrance,  Director,  Wyoming 
Historical  and  Geological  Society. 

Caroline  Lauman,  Librarian,  Sewickley 
Public  Library. 

Gladys  Cranmer.  Assistant  Librarian, 
State  College  Library. 
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Wiggin,  Mrs.  K.  S.  (S.),  and 
Smith,  N.  A.  ed.  Golden  numbers. 
1902  (6-8).  “New  World  and  Old 
Glory,”  pp.  301-51,  presents  an  ex- 
cellent collection  of  patriotic  poems 
for  young  people. 

Plays,  Exercises,  Pageants 

Barnum,  M.  D.  American  festi- 
vals for  elementary  schools.  French, 

1916.  (1-8)  pam. 

Chubb,  Percival,  and  others.  Patri- 
ots’ day  festival  (in  his  Festivals  and 
plays,  pp.  90-100,  171-81,  316-20). 

Faxon,  G.  B.  comp.  Pieces  and 
plays  for  patriotic  days.  Dansville,  N. 
Y.,  Owen,  1918  (1-8)  pam. 

First  flag  and  other  patriotic  plays 
and  exercises.  Boston  Educ.  pub.  co., 

1917.  (1-8)  Plays,  drills  and  marches. 
Hubbard,  Eleanore.  Little  Ameri- 
can history  plays  for  little  Americans. 
Sanborn,  1919  (3-4). 

Citizenship  plays.  San- 
born, 1922  (4-8). 

Irish,  Marie.  Patriotic  celebrations. 
Denison,  1910  (1-8)  pam.  Motion 
songs,  pantomimes,  exercises,  drills, 
dialogs,  etc. 

Lutlcenhaus,  Mrs.  A.  M.  (I.)  ed. 
Tribute  to  America  (in  her  Plays  for 
school  children,  pp.  261-7.  Century, 
1915,  5-8). 

Mackay,  C.  D.  Patriotic  drama  in 
your  town ; a manual  of  suggestions. 
Holt,  1918. 

McPheters,  G.  A.,  and  others.  Cit- 
izenship dramatized.  Holt,  1921. 

Nardin,  F.  L.  Makers  of  America; 
a civic  ritual.  Bulletin  (serial  No. 
1050).  Madison,  Univ.  of  Wisconsin, 
1920. 

Payne,  F.  U.  Plays  and  pageants  of 
democracy.  Harper,  1919  (5-7). 

Robson,  E.  H.  Dramatic  episodes 
in  Congress  and  Parliament.  Atlantic 
Monthly  Press,  1923  (7-8). 

Smith,  L.  R.  Drills  and  plays  for 
patriotic  days.  Flanagan,  1918,  pam. 


Stevenson,  Augusta.  Dramatized 
scenes  from  American  history. 
Houghton,  1916  (6-8). 

Wagstaff,  Mrs.  B.  (S.)  Colonial 
plays  for  the  schoolroom.  Educational 
pub.  co.,  1912  ( 1-2). 

Webster,  H.  H.  The  nation’s  holi- 
days and  historic  anniversaries  (in  his 
Americanization  and  citizenship,  pp. 
88-127.  Houghton,  1919). 

Citizenship 

Bridges,  H.  J.  On  becoming  an 
American.  Jones,  1919. 

Cabot,  E.  L.,  and  others.  Course 
in  citizenship  and  patriotism.  Rev.  ed. 
Houghton,  1918  (1-8). 

Dole,  C.  F.  New  American  citi- 
zen. Heath,  1918  (7-8). 

Dunn,  A.  W.  Community  civics 
and  rural  life.  Heath,  1920  (7-8). 

Community  civics  for 

city  schools.  Heath,  1921  (7-8). 

and  Harris,  H.  M.  Citi- 
zenship in  school  and  out;  the  first 
six  years  of  school  life.  Heath,  1919 
0-6). 

Gauss,  C.  F.  ed.  Democracy  to- 
day; an  American  interpretation 
(Lake  English  classics),  Scott,  1919. 

Hagedorn,  Hermann.  You  are  the 
hope  of  the  world.  New  and  rev.  ed. 
Macmillan,  1920  (8). 

Harris,  H.  M.  Lessons  in  civics 
for  six  elementary  grades  of  city 
schools  (Education  bureau.  Bulletin 
18.)  Wash.  Supt.  of  docs.  1920. 

Lessons  in  civics  for  the 

three  primary  grades  of  city  schools. 
(Education  bureau.  Teachers’  leaf- 
let 9.)  Wash.  Educ.  bureau,  1920. 

Hart,  A.  B.  The  lesson  of  the  ob- 
ligation of  citizenship.  Education,  v 
38,  740-54,  Jun.,  1918. 

Hill,  A.  C.  Community  life  and 
civic  problems.  Ginn,  1922  (8). 

Hill,  Mabel.  Teaching  of  civics. 
(Riverside  educational  monographs.) 
Houghton,  1914. 
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Hughes,  R.  O.  New  Community 
civics.  Allyn,  1924  (8). 

Hutchins,  W.  J.  Code  of  morals 
for  young  men  and  women.  Oberlin 
College,  1918. 

Kendall,  C.  N.,  and  Mirick,  G.  A. 
How  to  teach  the  fundamental  sub- 
jects. (Riverside  textbooks  in  educa- 
tion.) Houghton,  1915. 

Lapp,  J.  A.  Out  America ; the  ele- 
ments of  civics.  Bobbs,  1916  (7-8). 

Mackaye,  Percy.  New  Citizen- 
ship ; a civic  ritual. 

McPheters,  G.  A.,  and  others.  Cit- 
izenship dramatized.  Holt,  1921. 

Moore,  H.  H.  Youth  and  the  na- 
tion, a guide  to  service.  Macmillan, 
1917  (8-12). 

Nardin,  F.  L.  Makers  of  Ameri- 
ca; a civic  ritual. 

Parsons,  Geoffrey.  Land  of  fair 
play.  Scribner,  1919  (6-8). 

Tufts,  J.  H.  Real  business  of  liv- 
ing. Holt,  1918. 

Turkington,  G.  A.  My  country. 
Rev.  ed.,  Ginn,  1923  (6-8). 


Abbott,  L.  F.  John  Marshall  and 
Constitution  day.  Outlook,  v.  135, 
131-2,  Sept.  26,  1923. 

Beck,  J.  M.  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  yesterday,  today — and 
tomorrow?  Rev.  and  enl.  ed.  Doran, 
I925. 

Bryce,  James.  American  Common- 
wealth. New  ed.,  rev.  2 v.  Macmil- 
lan, 1924. 

Elliott,  Edward.  Biographical  story 
of  the  Constitution;  a study  of  the 
growth  of  the  American  nation.  Put- 
nam, 1910. 

Farrand,  Max.  Fathers  of  the  Con- 
stitution (v.  13  in  Chronicles  of 
America) . 

Framing  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  Yale 
Univ.  press,  1913. 

Hart,  A.  B.  We  and  our  history. 
N.  Y.  Amer.  viewpoint  society,  1923 


(7-8).  Contains  his  admirable  and 
useful  analysis  of  the  Constitution,  pp. 
289-306,  also  pp.  67-72. 

Krout,  J.  A.  Washington’s  contri- 
bution to  the  Constitution.  Outlook, 
v.  145,  173-4,  Feb.  9,  1927. 

Maurer,  R.  A.,  and  Jones,  G.  J. 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Heath,  1925  (8-12). 

Schuyler,  R.  L.  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  a historical  survey  of 
its  formation.  Macmillan,  1923. 

Singmaster,  Elsie.  Book  of  the 
Constitution.  Doran,  1926  (7-9). 

Tappan,  E.  M.  Story  of  our  Con- 
stitution. Lothrop,  1922  (7-8). 

See  also  James  Madison,  called  the 
father  of  the  Constitution,  Mar.  16; 
John  Marshall,  expounder  of  the 
Constitution,  Sept.  24;  Daniel  Web- 
ster, defender  of  the  Constitution, 
Jan.  18. 

Pamphlets,  Leaflets,  Etc. 

United  States  Constitutional  Ses- 
quicentennial  Commission,  524  House 
Office  Bldg.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America  with  Amendments, 
and  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
50  p. 

From  Many  to  One.  A pageant 
service  to  be  used  in  churches  or  by 
Congregations  or  Communities  dur- 
ing the  Sesquicentennial  Period  of 
Commemorating  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
16p.  10  cents. 

Information  Sheet — 25.  Library 

Special,  No.  3.  Books  on  the  Con- 
stitution. Compilation  from  answers 
to  the  Library  Questionnaire. 

Bloom.  The  Heart  and  Soul  of  the 
Constitution,  Radio  Address,  8 p. 

“Our  Constitution.”  A Historical 
Pageant  to  be  used  in  connection  with 
the  Celebration  of  the  Sesquicenten- 
nial of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  19  p.  10  cents. 
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Bloom.  The  Story  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 192  p.  Bound,  15  cents. 

United  States  Government  Printing 
Office,  W ashington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  the  United  States  Con- 
stitutional Sesquicentennial  Commis- 
sion, pursuant  to  a Resolution  of 
Congress,  approved  August  23,  1935, 
a report  recommending  that  enabling 
legislation  be  enacted  by  the  Con- 
gress for  a comprehensive  observance 
of  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  41  p. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
1300  Locust  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Its  Origin,  formation,  and 
Adoption,  as  set  forth  in  an  exhibit 
of  Books,  Pamphlets,  and  Documents 
from  the  collections  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Folio  paper, 
annotated  list,  with  preface  and  fac- 
similes. 35  p.  50  cents. 

Facsimile  Reprint  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Packet  and  Daily  Advertiser. 
Sept.  19,  1787.  4 p. 

Miscellaneous 

American  Tree  Association.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Washington,  D.  C.  32  p. 

American  Viewpoint.  Liberty  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Albany,  N.  Y.  Ill  p. 
25  cents. 

Beck,  James  M.  Washington  and 
the  Constitution.  An  address.  The 
Washington  Society  of  Alexandria, 
Va.  8 p. 

Hartman,  Gertrude.  The  Making 
of  the  Constitution.  Teachers’  Guide. 
Bibliography  and  outline  of  a unit  of 
work  in  American  History.  Social 
Science  Publications,  140  East  63  rd 
St.,  N.  Y.  20  p.  25  cents. 


The  Making  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 88  p.  60  cents. 

Kerby,  Frederick  M.  Making  the 
United  States  Constitution.  A brief 
history  of  how  it  was  made;  who  were 
its  makers;  the  text  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; the  signers;  its  adoption  and  the 
amendments.  Washington  Informa- 
tion Bureau,  1013  Thirteenth  St., 
Washington,  D.  C.  24  p.  10  cents. 

Mace,  John  W.,  and  Gumb,  Ir- 
ving T.  The  Story  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  House  of  Little  Books,  N. 
Y.  30  p.  15  cents. 

National  Republic.  Edition  on  the 
Sesquicentennial  of  the  American 
Constitution.  511  Eleventh  St.,  N. 
W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  100  p.  85 
pictures.  $1.00. 

Olcott,  Frances  Jenkins.  Good  sto- 
ries for  Anniversaries.  Houghton 
Mifflin.  $2.50. 

Pennsylvania  Council  of  School  Li- 
brarians. “Plans  for  the  Celebration 
of  the  Sesquicentennial  of  the  Ratifi- 
cation of  the  Federal  Constitution,” 
by  Frances  Dorrance,  Chairman, 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association 
Committee,  pp.  7-10. 

Proclamation  by  Governor  Earle. 
Broadside.  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission.  Free. 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library.  Bibliog- 
raphy on  Congress,  the  Constitution 
and  the  Supreme  Court.  Baltimore. 
4 p. 

Programs 

United  States  Constitutional  Ses- 
quicentennial Commission.  Music  As- 
sociated with  the  Period  of  the  For- 
mation of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Inauguration  of  George  Washington; 
text;  programs  and  music.  35  p. 

Plays,  Exercises,  Pageants 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, National  Defense  Committee. 
Exhibit  of  programs  and  plays  suit- 
able for  grade  school  and  other  use. 
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Memorial  Continental  Hall,  17  th 
and  D Sts.,  N.  W.,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

“If  There  Had  Been  a Microphone 
in  1787,”  by  Bessie  L.  Lyon,  New- 
castle Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  Webster 
City,  Iowa.  5 p. 

“Making  of  the  Constitution,”  a 
two-act  play.  This  two-act  play  is 
written  for  its  emphasis  upon  histori- 
cal facts  of  the  “Making  of  the  Con- 
stitution” and  historical  characters,  as 
well  as  the  parliamentary  drill.  Sent 
by  Miss  Waive  B.  Ripple,  E.  Main 
St.,  W.  Lafayette,  Ohio,  Ex-regent, 
Coshocton  Chapter,  N.  S.  D.  A.  R. 

12  p. 

“The  Constitution  in  the  Making,” 
a pageant  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Dearborn, 
jSarah  Bradlee,  Fulton  D.  A.  R., 
Medford,  Mass.  7 p. 

“The  Flag  Maker.”  Dramatized 
by  Grace  Hill  Holzberg  from  an  ad- 
dress by  Franklin  K.  Lane.  2 p. 

“The  New  Constitution.”  A pa- 
geant by  Bessie  L.  Lyon,  Newcastle 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  Webster  City, 
Iowa.  4 p. 

“The  Preamble  Speaks,”  by  Bessie 
L.  Lyon,  Newcastle  Chapter,  D.  A. 
R.,  Webster  City,  Iowa.  4 p. 

Books 

Miller,  Helen  Hill.  George  Ma- 
son: Constitutionalist.  A study  of 
one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  Vir- 
ginia at  the  time  of  the  American 
Revolution,  who  exerted  considerable 
influence  during  the  framing  of  the 
Constitution.  Harvard.  $4.00. 

Rand  McNally  & Company,  Chi- 
cago. The  Constitution  of  our  United 
States.  Also  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence and  Lincoln’s  Gettysburg 
Address.  64  p.  10  cents. 

Turkington,  Grace  A.  Helps  for 
the  Study  of  Our  Constitution.  Ginn. 
153  p. 


Legislative  Committee 

Your  Legislative  Committee  was 
re-organized  early  in  1937,  and  im- 
mediately became  officially  concerned 
with  the  activities  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia General  Assembly,  already  in 
regular  session. 

Two  classes  of  laws  held  our  in- 
terest. The  first  was  that  group  of 
inconsequential  but  potentially  dan- 
gerous bills  attacking  the  principle  of 
the  free  press.  We  might  as  well  face 
the  fact  that  the  welfare  of  the  free 
library  is  tied  up  in  the  future  of  free 
speech  and  a free  press.  One  such 
measure,  H.  R.  164,  title  “An  Act  to 
Prohibit  Attacks  on  Race  and  Reli- 
gion by  Writing  or  Printing,”  was 
particularly  vicious  in  spite  of  its 
seemingly  admirable  purpose.  Any  un- 
fortunate librarian  who  might  “dis- 
seminate or  distribute  any  writing, 
pamphlet,  or  utterance  which  shall 
contain  any  attack  on  any  race  or  re- 
ligion” could  be  brought  before  the 
court  by  some  zealot,  and,  if  con- 
victed, be  subjected  to  a heavy  fine 
and  a prison  sentence.  What  a price 
for  having  on  the  shelves  a file  of  the 
Daily  Worker,  D.  A.  R.  Reports,  the 
Readers’  Digest,  or  even  a few  mis- 
sionary books!  Fortunately  the  entire 
influence  of  the  newspaper  world  and 
the  commen  sense  of  the  average  leg- 
islator kept  these  bills  buried  deep  in 
committee.  Nevertheless,  we  were  not 
entirely  at  ease  until  the  session  ended. 

Our  Pennsylvania  libraries  for  pos- 
sibly the  first  time  now  come  into 
class  bureaucratic  relationship  with 
the  Department  of  Labor  and  Indus- 
try, and  librarians  must  give  serious 
heed  to  the  two  “hours  of  labor”  laws 
enacted  during  the  1937  legislative 
session. 

The  first  is  known  as  the  Woman’s 
Law,  and  is  really  a revision  of  the 
original  act  of  1913  amended  in  1929 
(of  P.  L.  1024.)  Hours  of  work  for 
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women  are  definitely  limited  to  a 
maximum  8-hour  day  (in  a 10-hour 
spread),  and  a week  of  44  hours  in 
51/2  days.  An  abstract  of  the  law  and 
schedule  of  hours  of  each  woman  staff 
member  must  be  posted  under  strict 
regulations.  The  Department  of  La- 
bor and  Industry  has  published  inter- 
pretations both  in  multigraphed  form 
and  in  subsequent  issues  of  its  BUL- 
LETIN. 

The  Chairman  of  your  Committee 
conferred  with  a ranking  representa- 
tive of  the  Department  of  Labor  and 
Industry  on  October  8,  and  was  as- 
sured that  although  libraries  are  not 
exempt  from  the  specific  provisions  of 
the  law  as  to  hours  and  posted  sched- 
ule, any  hardships  of  adjustment  af- 
fecting a large  proportion  of  libraries 
would  receive  consideration  and  pos- 
sible relief  by  official  interpretation. 
Such  petition  must  be  presented  by  a 
responsible  group  of  our  Association. 

The  other  labor  measure,  known  as 
Pennsylvania’s  General  44-hour  law, 
goes  into  effect  December  1,  1937, 
and  affects  janitorial  schedules  prin- 
cipally, although  a very  important 
ruling  is  still  to  be  made  whether 
tax-supported  governmental  subdivi- 
sions, like  libraries  or  schools,  come 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The 
definition  of  “employer”  is  not  very 
clear.  It  is  possible  that  all  education- 
al institutions  are  exempt,  but,  of 
course,  most  of  these  already  have  en- 
lightened schedules  affecting  hours  of 
labor. 

President  Wooster  and  your  Chair- 
man made  a belated  attempt  to  aid 
the  State  Library  in  securing  more 
adequate  appropriations  for  books. 
This  matter  will  be  placed  before  you 
as  a special  resolution. 

Your  Committee  recommends  that 
every  member  of  this  Association 
study  the  new  laws  and  their  inter- 
pretation very  carefully,  and  report 


to  it  as  soon  as  possible  any  difficul- 
ties of  adjustment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Alfred  Deckbr  Keator 
Chairman. 


Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Association  for 
Adult  Education 

Memorandum  of  the  report  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Pennsylvania  State  As- 
sociation for  Adult  Education: 

“I  was  much  interested  in  the  evi- 
dent increase  in  their  understanding 
of  library  problems  and  the  import- 
ance of  co-operation,  since  the  meet- 
ing a year  ago,  and  feel  that  this  is» 
evidence  of  the  value  of  the  work  of 
our  President,  Mr.  Wooster,  and  his 
colleagues  who  have  met  with  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Association  for 
Adult  Education  during  the  year. 

“Most  of  the  time  was  given  to  the 
revision  of  the  Constitution  and  plan- 
ning for  the  annual  meeting,  Novem- 
ber 18  and  19.  It  seems  very  hopeful 
that  all  process  of  revision  tends  to 
reduce  the  mechanical  and  cumber- 
some aspects  of  the  organization  and 
each  development  promises  to  make  it 
function  more  smoothly  and  effi- 
ciently. 

“It  was  made  clear  at  the  meeting 
that  if  the  librarians  of  Pennsylvania 
wanted  to,  they  could  arrange  for 
their  departmental  meeting  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Association  in  order  to  pre- 
vent duplication  of  meetings.  How- 
ever, it  is  very  important  if  this  is 
done,  that  all  librarians  near  the 
place  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
State  Association,  together  with  the 
officers  of  the  department,  who  are  of 
course  the  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
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Library  Association,  should  attend 
and  participate  in  the  program  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Association  for  Adult  Educa- 
tion. This  should  be  composed  of  such 
groups  as  the  Grange,  League  of 
Women  Voters,  Parent-Teacher  As- 
sociations, as  well  as  school  authori- 
ties who  can  do  much  to  assist  the 
librarians  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
support  for  such  measures  as  state  aid 
for  rural  areas,  and  to  secure  a better 
general  understanding  of  the  needs 
and  problems  of  libraries  on  the  part 
of  the  general  public.” 

C.  W.  Mason, 

Chairman. 


Committee  on  Work  With  the 
Foreign  Born 

Your  committee  feels  that  it  can 
do  no  better  than  to  call  to  your  at- 
tention some  of  the  statements  and 
recommendations  of  the  A.L.A. 
Round  Table  on  Work  with  the 
Foreign  Born. 

There  is  a need  among  our  for- 
eigners for  simple  books  in  English 
of  current  informational  and  recrea- 
tional interest. 

If  foreigners  are  to  be  encouraged 
to  use  the  library,  personal  contacts 
are  necessary.  Confidence  on  the  part 
of  the  patron  will  result  from  a tact- 
ful and  sympathetic  attitude  on  the 
part  of  the  librarian. 

The  cultural  side  of  foreign  work 
must  be  recognized  and  served.  The 
adult  foreigner  should  be  able  to  get 
a sane  conception  of  the  American 
scene  from  his  use  of  the  library,  rath- 
er than  from  the  cheap  magazines. 

The  Committee  calls  attention  to 
the  following  lists  of  foreign  books: 

Recent  French  books,  Booklist 
September  15,  1937. 


Italian  books,  Library  Journal 
March  15,  1937,  April  1,  1937. 

Contemporary  fiction  in  Polish, 
compiled  by  Mary  B.  McClelland, 
Library  Journal  February  15,  1936. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Evelyn  L.  Matthews 
Alice  M.  Sterling 
Susan  Himmelwright 
Committee  on  W ork  with 
the  Foreign  Born. 


Resolutions  Committee 

It  now  becomes  my  very  pleasant 
duty  as  chairman  of  the  Resolutions 
Committee  to  offer  the  following 
resolutions : 

First — We  express  our  thanks  to 
the  Trustees  and  their  wives,  of  the 
Martin  Memorial  Library  for  the 
gracious  way  they  have  received  us  at 
the  Library  itself  and  for  the  un- 
usually delightful  party  and  dance 
held  for  us  at  the  Country  Club. 

Second — The  Association  as  a 
whole  expresses  its  admiration  and  its 
thanks  to  Miss  Shorey  and  her  very 
efficient  committee  for  the  smooth 
handling  of  this  convention.  This 
smooth  running  is  due  to  the  amount 
of  planning  and  thinking  done  in  ad- 
vance. We  congratulate  her  upon  her 
success. 

To  the  Program  Committee,  to  the 
Hotel  Management  and  to  all  others 
who  have  in  any  way  helped  to  make 
the  convention  a success,  we  extend 
the  thanks  of  the  Association. 

Our  thanks  are  due  and  freely 
given  to  our  guest  authors,  Mrs.  Elsie 
Singmaster  Lewars,  Mrs.  Ruth  Saw- 
yer Durand  and  Mrs.  Marguerite  De 
Angeli  for  coming  to  us  on  this  pro- 
gram. 

And  we  express  to  Gettysburg  Col- 
lege our  keen  appreciation  for  an  in- 
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vitation  to  visit  the  Battle  Field  and 
to  have  tea  on  the  campus. 

Our  association  should  and  does 
express  appreciation  for  the  painstak- 
ing and  effective  work  done  by  the 
committee  on  Standards  and  Certifi- 
cation under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Willard  Lewis. 

Howard  S.  Leach 

Chairman 


State  Library  Support 

The  Executive  Committee  has  un- 
der advisement  and  is  referring  to  the 
incoming  Board  the  matter  of  helping 
to  secure  for  the  State  Library  ade- 
quate financial  support;  for  in  addi- 
tion to  its  primary  service  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  and  administrative  de- 
partments, the  State  Library,  through 
its  Extension  Division,  renders  im- 
portant cooperative  services  to  the 
libraries  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
offers  the  only  form  of  library  service 
where  local  libraries  do  not  exist.  Its 
resources  have  proved  inadequate  in 
the  past,  and  are  faced  with  the  great- 
ly increased  demands  and  opportuni- 
ties of  advancing  educational  stand- 
ards and  the  growing  programs  of 
youth  and  adult  education  conducted 
on  a state-wide  basis. 

There  is  also  the  matter  of  active 
cooperation  with  the  authorities  of  the 
State  Library  that  we  may  not  only 
maintain  but  also  advance  proper  pro- 
fessional standards  and  ideals  for 
librarianship  in  our  Commonwealth, 
in  accord  with  the  accepted  plan  of 
Standards  and  Certification  which  has 
such  fine  possibilities  and  opportuni- 
ties for  improving  library  service  in 
Pennsylvania. 


Scholarship  Committee 

The  Scholarship  Committee  had 


$340.15  in  its  treasury  in  the  spring, 
which  enabled  it  to  award  scholar- 
ships of  $75.00  each  to  four  girls  who 
took  the  library  summer  school  course 
at  State  College. 

This  left  a balance  in  the  treasury 
this  fall  of  $43.06. 

Again  the  committee,  on  behalf  of 
the  girls  who  received  these  scholar- 
ships takes  this  opportunity  to  thank 
the  Association  for  making  it  possible 
for  them  to  attend  the  summer  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Isabel  McC.  Turner 
Charlotte  E.  Evans 
Evelyn  L.  Matthews 


Membership  Committee 

Six  hundred  Membership  letters 
were  sent  out  to  prospective  members, 
both  individual  and  institutional  and 
to  a number  of  librarians  who  are 
members  but  whose  library  is  not  a 
member. 

The  result  has  been  to  date  32  new 
members — 28  individual  and  4 insti- 
tutional, and  dues  from  13  members. 
Three  members  have  died  during  the 
year  so  that  the  present  membership 
is  503  individual  and  91  institutional. 

There  is  a possibility  that  some  of 
the  people  to  whom  the  letters  have 
been  sent  have  sent  their  dues  to  the 
Treasurer  instead  of  the  Membership 
Committee.  I have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  check  with  Miss  Williams. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Elizabeth  R.  Frear 
Dorothy  Hale  Litchfield 
Marion  Baker 
Sara  Innes  Fenwick 
Margaret  Maecker 
Inez  Crandle,  Chairman 
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Final  Report  Submitted  by 
the  Treasurer 

Names  on  Roll,  Oct.  7,  1936 430 

New  Names  added,  Oct.  8,  1936- 


Oct.  20,  1937  68 

Members  reinstated  3 

Total  Names  501 

Names  withdrawn,  1937 40 


Names  on  roll,  Oct.  20,  1937. ...461 
Net  increase  in  membership,  1937  31 


Institutional 

Names  on  Roll,  Oct.  7,  1936 76 

New  Names  added,  Oct.  8,  1936- 
Oct.  20,  1937 14 

Total  names  90 

Names  withdrawn,  1937 1 

Names  on  Roll,  Oct.  20,  1937....  89 

Net  increase  in  membership,  1937  13 
Respectfully  submitted, 


Jacquelin  Williams 

Treasurer 


REGISTRATIONS  AT  P.L.A.  MEETINGS  1927-1937 


Date 

Place 

Registration 

Public 

Librarians 

College 

Librarians 

School 

Librarians 

Special 

Librarians 

1927 

Harrisburg  

...  202 

139 

28 

6 

8 

1928 

Uniontown  

...  113 

94 

13 

13 

5 

1929 

Pocono  Manor  ... 

...  164 

110 

18 

3 

9 

1930 

Wernersville  

....  146 

92 

26 

3 

7 

1931 

Pittsburgh  

....  172 

115 

24 

9 

5 

1932 

State  College 

....  144 

74 

34 

25 

5 

1933 

Philadelphia  

....  166 

86 

41 

14 

10 

1934 

Hershey  

....  208 

83 

40 

33 

16 

1935 

Wernersville  

....  174 

86 

46 

13 

14 

1936 

Erie  

....  196 

105 

45 

27 

5 

1937 

York  

....  252 

171 

26 

16 

39 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER,  1937 
General  Fund 


Receipts 

Balance,  Oct.  8,  1936 $ 455.69 

Registration  fees,  Erie  Meeting 196.00 

From  Miss  Frances  H.  Kelly,  for  adjustment  of  bill 3.00 

Rental  of  Exhibition  space 416.00 

Dues,  Oct.  8,  1936-Oct.  20,  1937 610.00 

Sale  of  277  copies  of  History  of  the  State  Library 69.25 

Transferred  from  Scholarship  Fund 300.00 


Total  Receipts  $2,049.94 

Disbursements 

Expenses  of  Erie  Meeting $ 256.65 

To  Lawrence  Hotel:  20%  of  rental  of  Exhibition  space 83.20 

Transferred  to  Scholarship  Fund 332.80 

Postage,  Telephone,  Express  Charges 67.37 

Printing  and  Stationery 211.65 

Traveling  Expenses  of  Officers 117.49 
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Dues  to  American  Library  Association 127.80 

Four  Scholarships  at  $75 300.00 

Gift  to  Pennsylvania  State  College  Library  School 100.00 

To  Mr.  Robert  P.  Bliss:  profit  on  sale  of  277  copies  of  History  of 

the  State  Library  55.40 


Total  Disbursements  $1,652.36 

Total  Receipts  $2,049.94 

Total  Disbursements  1,652.36 


Balance,  Oct.  20,  1937 $ 397.58 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jacquelin  Williams,  Treasurer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER,  1937 
Scholarship  Fund 

Balance,  Oct.  7,  1936 $ 8.35 

Receipts  from  Exhibitors,  Erie  Meeting 332.80 

Interest,  June  30,  1937 1.91 


Total  Receipts  $343.06 

Disbursements:  Four  scholarships  at  $75 300.00 


Balance,  Oct.  20,  1937 $ 43.06 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jacquelin  Williams,  Treasurer. 


EXHIBITORS  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  AT  YORK.  1937 

Mr.  Carl  Hull,  Chairman,  reported  that  there  were  22  exhibitors  this 
year,  breaking  all  existing  records.  A total  of  $520.00  was  received  for 
exhibit  space. 

Firm  Representative  Exhibit 

American  Book  Co.  R.  W.  Voorhees  Books 

Wm.  Bains  and  Co.  R.  J.  Rawlings  Books 

Demco  Library  Supplies  Norman  Bassett  Library  Supplies 

Gaylord  Bros.  Norman  Miller  Library  Supplies 

General  Bookbinding  Co.  Richard  Sawhill  Library  Binders 

Holiday  House  V.  A.  Ives  Books 

Kentucky  Cabin  Crafts  Kilroy  Harris  Craft  Work 

Library  Bindery  of  Pennsylvania  C.  W.  Pickford  Book  Binders 

Library  Book  House  Books 

Literary  Guild  J.  C.  Cohen  Books 

M acmillan  Co.  Silas  Peavy  Books 

National  Bibliophile  Service  Peter  Smith  Books 
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Paris  Art  Bindery 
Pennsylvania  Book  Service 
Carolyn  E.  Post 
W.  F.  Quarrie  Co. 

Wm.  Rademaecker’s  Sons 
Ruzicke  Co. 

Special  Books  Exhibit 
Universal  Publishing  Syndicate 
Albert  Whitman  Co. 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co. 

Library  Bureau 


M.  Z.  Reveaux 

Library  Binders 
Books 

Carolyn  Post 

Books 

M.  H.  Forbes 

Encyclopedias 

Clara  Rademaecker 

Book  Binders 

Marie  Ruzicke 

Library  Binders 

T.  J.  McLaughlin 

Books 

C.  W.  Carroll 

Book  Binders 
Books 

C.  T.  Brusie 

Library  Service 

H.  R.  Sampson 

Library  Supplies 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE  AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 


American  Library  Association 
Executive  Offices: 

520  North  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago,  III. 

October  13,  1937 
Mr.  Harold  A.  Wooster,  President 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association 
Public  Library 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mr.  Wooster 

The  officers  and  stall  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  wish  to  ex- 
tend their  greetings  to  the  members 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Associa- 
tion, meeting  at  York,  October  21-23. 

For  a number  of  years,  certain 
problems  of  major  importance  have 
faced  librarians.  Among  them  are  the 
provision  of  libraries  for  the  millions 
now  without  them,  the  protection  of 
the  public  from  incompetent  library 
administration,  and  the  improvement 


of  existing  service  by  greater  coopera- 
tion between  libraries. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  ad- 
vances have  been  made  along  all  these 
lines  and  that  prospects  for  further 
improvement  are  encouraging.  State 
and  regional  associations  have  contrib- 
uted largely  to  this  progress  and  can 
do  still  more  in  the  future.  There  is 
no  field  more  worthy  of  attention  at 
this  time.  It  offers  opportunity  for  all 
the  constructive  thinking  of  which  the 
profession  is  capable,  individually  and 
collectively. 

Sincerely  yours 

(Signed)  Harrison  W.  Craver 


Annual  Conference  of  A.L.A. 

The  1938  annual  conference  of  the 
American  Library  Association  will  be 
held  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  June 
13-18. 


SUMMER  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  AT  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

STATE  COLLEGE 


The  24th  session  of  the  Summer 
Library  School  at  State  College  since 
the  beginning,  and  the  7th  under  the 
cooperative  agreement  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Association,  the  Penn- 


sylvania State  Library  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  College,  will  open  on 
Tuesday,  June  28,  1938,  and  close 
Friday,  August  5,  1938. 

The  session  should  prove  a notable 
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one.  For  the  first  time  a curriculum 
will  be  offered  fulfilling  all  require- 
ments for  the  Pennsylvania  school 
librarian’s  certificate.  For  the  first 
time  also  a curriculum  will  be  offered 
fulfilling  the  professional  requirements 
for  three  grades  in  the  new  Pennsyl- 
vania public  librarians  voluntary  cer- 
tification program  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association. 

It  is  also  a privilege  to  announce 
the  appointment  of  Miss  Margaret 
Jackson,  Librarian  of  Kingston, 
Penna.,  Public  Library  and  a teacher 
of  wide  experience  in  the  fields  of 
Reference  and  Book  selection  at  the 
New  York  Public  Library  School  and 
Columbia  University  School  of  Li- 
brary Service,  as  instructor  in  Refer- 
ence Work  and  Bibliography  in  the 
1938  Summer  Session  Library  School 
at  State  College. 

For  information  address  the  Di- 


rector of  the  Summer  Session  Library 
School,  Pennsylvania  State  College 
Library,  State  College,  Pennsylvania. 


Our  attention  has  been  called 
to  a person  who  has  visited  one 
of  our  librarians  and  offered  to 
finance  the  printing  of  book 
jackets  for  the  library  by  selling 
advertising  to  local  firms.  Money 
was  collected  for  this  purpose 
and  the  work  given  to  a printer 
who  was  never  paid,  and  for 
that  reason  refused  to  release 
the  jackets.  The  local  advertisers 
have  lost  their  money  and  the 
librarian’s  endorsement  of  the 
plan  places  her  in  an  embarrass- 
ing position.  Other  librarians 
may  be  approached  with  a 
similar  offer. 


